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THE GeneraV Jssociaiion hehig inforviec 
Messrs, Locknvood ^ Backus propose ptintwg a 
Edition of the Confission of Eaith^ agreed up 
Saybrooh^ A. D, IT 08, together vAiA tkt hea 
agreement formerly assentedtohythe United i 
iers called Presbyterian and Congregational 
the Articles for the administration of Church c 
Vine as adopted by the General Assembly at Ne*L 
'vertf on tbe l^thoj October A* D, l7o8, 

Vat§d^That Rev. Messrs. Stephen li\ Stc 
Elijah IVaterman^ and Iletnan Humphrey, be a 
mittce to superintend the fublicaiionj and see t 
correctness of the same according to the first ec 

A true extract of the tninutes of the Assoc 
Jt:hJ at Ellington^ June ID^^ 1810. 

Attest y Samuel Merwin, iScri 
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^'Z PREFACE. 

n\4i MONG the memorable Providences rrla- 
:.n Kj^ tif^g to OUT i'lnj^lish Nation in the lust 
ds JCeniuTy, must be at:=kno\vl edged the stttlini; ol 
^/: JSoglish Colonies in the American parts of the 
.• a\ y^ortd ; among all which this hath been peciil- 
/jf^., Hr unto and to the distinguishin(>p glory of that 
rj^ll tnct called New-Enp;land, ttiut the colonies 
tliere were originally formed, not for the advart- 
. '■gc of trade* and a worldly intcrtbt ; but tipon 
^^•■' the most noble foundation, even of religion, and 
^^ttc Liberty of their Con/iciences^ with respcc* 
! /itnito the ordinances of the Ciospcl adminislereft 
^'^yiirtie purity and power of them ; a happiness 
f/:/ then not to be enjoyed in their native soil\ 

We joyfully congratulate the religious liber- 
tf of our brethren in the late auspicious reign 
t)fK William and Q. Mary, of blessed memory, 
and in the present glorious reign, and from the 
bottom of our he;irts bless the Lord whose pre- 
rofif^tivc it is to reserve the times and seasons 
in his own hand, who also h.Jth inspired the pi- 
••us mind of her most sacrtd MJesty, whose 
reign we constantly a«d unfeigncdJy pray m^ 



he lonj^ and glorious, with royal resolutions^ l| 
Tiokbly to mtintata the toleration. 

DeuB enim^-^hdte Otia fecit. 

tlndoubtedly if the same had been the libefl 
"of those times, our ffthers would have bi-en fi 
fronn exchanfs^ng; a most pleasant land (dulce% 
him fiatriof) for a vist and howling wildemen 
since for the enj^iyment of so desir ible libertyt 
consider ible number of lenmedf worthy, and || 
ous p.'^rsoas, wt^re, by a divine impulse and d 
trior Jinary concurrence of dis positions, eng^agi 
to adventure their hves families* and estates* oi 
on the vast ocean. Pdlowiv^ ike Lord into a 19 
dcmesfis a iand hen not nown ;^ wherein innum 
rubk' difficulties starinu: them in the fee* we 
Outbid by heroick resolution, mafj^nanimity si 
confidence in the L'i«'d lone* Our Fatht 
truH^ed in 'he Lo^d and toere delivered, fhey irui 
^d in him and were not c mfounded.^ It w 
their care to be wi^h 'he lAtrd, and their indi 
gence, (hat (he Lord vxu with fhcmy\ to a wo 
der* preserving, suppfirting* protecting* and a 
imaliiig them ; dispatching and destroying t 
pa^^an natives bv extraordinary sickness a 
mnrtaliry, that there migh» he room for hia /i, 
file to nerve (he Lord our God in } It was i 
gloiy of our fathers, that ihev heartily profess 

• Jer. M. 2. t Ps.l xxii. 4,5. | II Chn 
»* 3. i P»al. Ixxx. 8, 9. 



nty rale of their relip;ton, from tlie very 

to be the Holy Scnpture, according whtre^ 

so far as they were persuaded, upon dili* 

enquiry^ solicitous search, and faithful 

:r conformed, was their faiih« their wor- 

together with the whole administration of 

lOUse of Christ, and their manners^ allow- 

being given to human failures and imper- 

ms. 

aat which they were most solicitous about* 
wherein their liberty had been restrained^ 
icted the worship of God, and the Govern- 
t of the Church of Christ, according to his 
appointment, their faith and profession of 
ion being the same which was generally 
ived in ah the reformed churches of Eu- 
I and in substance the Assembly's Confes- 
as shall be shewn anon, 
cannot be denied, that the usage of the 
Btian Church, whose faith wholly rested up- 
le word of God resptrcting Confessions of 
1, is very ancient, and that which is univer- 
acknowledged tobe most so, andof univer- 
cceptance and consent, is commonly called 
kpostles' Creed, a symbol, sign, or badge of 
hristian -religion, -called the Apostles^ not 
ise they composed it, for then it must have 
received into the canon of the Holy Bible\ 
tecause the matter of it agreeth with the 
ine, and is taken out of the writings of the 
itles. Conseqent hereunto, as the necessi* 
the Church for the correcting) condemt:^ 
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'tfic:* and suppressinj^of A^rtf*^ and error 
red, h-vt bt^cn emitted ancient and fiimoi 
fessions of F tith, composed and ap:reef 
by Oecumenical Councils, e. g, of Nice ; 
Ariu^ of Constantinoplt: against Macei 
oi t^phesut, aguinst Nestorius, of Ca! 
ag.iinst Eutyches. And when the lip^ht 
orm ition broke forth to the dispersing: of 
darkness, the reformed nations agreec 
Cnnfesftionb of F^ith, famous in the wor. 
of t'speclal service to theirs and standing; 
And among those of latter times, public: 
our nation must worthy of repute and i 
ance, vre take to be the Confession of 
composed by the reverend Assembly of 1 
convened at Westminster, with that oi t 
voy. in the substance, and in expressic 
the most part the same ; the former* ' 
sedly assented and attested to, by the f 
efonr country, by unanimous vote of the 
of Elders and Messengers of the churchc 
at I ambridia^e, the last of the 6th month. 
The litter owned and consented to by ih 
ers and Messengers of thit churches assc 
at Boston, May 12th, 1680» The sair 
doubt not to profess, to have bten the cc 
faith of the churches in this Colony, Iro 
first foundation of them. And that it m 
ptir to the christian world, tliat our chnrc 
not muintuin diffi ring opinions in the dc 



* ^ee the Preface to the Platform of C 

Discipline. 



^ioii) nor are df Birous, for any reason, to 
il the faith »c: arc ptrsiiodtd of thf tldera 
vssengera of the Chuitrhes in thi^ colony 
.necticutf in Ncw>£i!(r]und. by virtut of 
pointment and tncouriifrenntnt oft he hoK- 
e the Genera] AhStmbly, con\entd by 
tion at S.iy brook, September 9ih. 1708, 
nouslv ag;reed, that the Conffssion of 
owram and consented unto by the elders 
esscngers of the rhnichcs assembUd at 
), in Nt w- Hn^l.tiid, Muy 12th. 1680 b-ir.g 
:ond session of th <t Synod, be rtconinu-n- 
the honourable General Assembly of this 
f at their next session, for their piiblick 
ony thereto, as the faith of the churches 
colony ; whic- cc»nfts&ion< together ^n it h 
ads of.Union. and articles for the admin* 
>n of Church Government herewith emit- 
:re presented unto, and approved and es- 
ed by the said General Assembly) at 
Iuven« on the I4(h of October, 1708. 
s Confession of Faith* we offer as our 
::rsuasion, well and fully gro\indtd upon 
)ly Scripture, and commend the same un- 
md parlicul'irly to tiie people of our Colo- 
be examined, accepted, and constantly 
ined. We do not assume to ourselves, 
ly thing be tuktn upon trust from us>bul 
end to our people these following Ccuu- 

'7:ar 7;c:t tc immrrvcabhj and unchangrablv 

in f/ic crtlij sh-Jflcirnf, and invariable riih 



lltth the promise of a blessing from the word 

Jlf God. Believe that worship not divindy 

fommaiided i» in vairiy* nor wii] answer thr rie- 

j^isities and exptctations of a christian, nd is 

^worshipping, you know not \vh<iUt Believe 

10 all divine worship, it is not enou$j:h thut this 

or that act of worship is not forbiddf n in the 

word of God ; if it be not commanded, and you 

perform ft« you may fear that you will be found 

.guilty and exposed to divine displeasure.^ •^«- 

Aib and Mhu paid dear for offering in divine 

('Worship that which the Lord commanded them 

^t. It is an honour done unto Christ, when 

|nu account that only decent, Orderly and con- 

' TcDient in his house, which depends upon the 

institution and appointment of hjiaiself. who is 

Ar only head and law^river of hit Church. 

ILL That you be well p;rounded in the firm 

truths of religion. We have willinifly taken 

fains to add the holy scriptures, whereon every 

JKunt of faith conttined in this Confession doth 

I depend, and is borne up by, and commend the 

j iBrne to your diligent perusal, that you be es- 

jiablished ^n the truth and your fnith rest upon 

its proper basis, the word of God. ( Follow the 

example of the noble Bereans, starch the sciip- 

tnres, jjrow in «:rHice and the knowledge of 

Christ, be not children in understanding, but 

•Mat. XV. 9. tj«>hn iv. 22, Jer^ vii. 22. ^Lev. 
r I, 2 ( \cts xvii. 10, 1 1. John v. B% 2 ?tV 
\\, 18. I Con xiv. 20. . 
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men. Labour for a sound confirmed k 
ed^t of these points in the evidence of I 
See that they be deeply rooted in your r 
and hearts^ that so you be not an easy pr 
fiuch as lie in wait to deceive.* For the 
hereof to be condoled is the unhappineas o 
ny ever learning, and never coming;, to 
kno^ledp^e of the tmth.f 

IV. That havifig afiJiHed the rule of holy k 
ture to all the ^riiclea of this Confession ^ 
found the same upon trial the unchangeable 
eternal truths of God :\ You rememher and 
them fast^ contend earnestly for them as the 
once delivered to the saints. Value thei 
yo>ir great ^liarter, the instrument of your 
Nation, the QfjMence of your not failing of 
grace of Gdfli »nd receiving a crown tha 
deth not away.^ Maintain them, and evei 
them all your days with undaunted resol 
against all opposition, whatever the even 
and the same transmit safe and pure to po; 
ty : Having bought the truth on no hand 
it. Believe II fhe truth vuill make you free : I 
ful is fie that hath firomised : So shall . ione 
away your croivn. 

FinoHy, Do not think it enough that your , 
and ardcr he according to the word of God 



•Eph.iv. 13. U.. t2 Tim. iii. 7. iWe 
3. Jude 3. 1 1 Cor. xv. 18. 1 Cor. xvi. 
Psal. Ixxviii. 5. ^fjohn xxiii. 33* John viii 
;eb.3^. IS* Rev«<u.lU 
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TordingfyJ'^ It is not enough to beheve 
ou run yourself into the greatest haziird 
you be careful to live well, and thtft this 
1 your life and conversation must be agree- 
the rule of God's word. This is the rule 
iristian conversation and practical reform- 
f Rest not in t/icjbrm of GodUnesHy deny* 
€ flower of it. Stir up an holy zeal, 
then the things (hat remain that are ready 
Be not carried away with the corrup- 
temptations, and evil examples of the 
I but be blamelesB and without rebuke y the 
f God in a froward generations^ they 9haU 
mith me in wlute for they are worthy, 
member ye our brethren in this colony, 
re are a part of that body,|| |br which the 
lence of God hath wrought wonders, and 
Uiged by and accountable for all the mer- 
ispensed from the beginning of our fath* 
ttling this country until now. There he 
with u«,t That the practical piety and 
iS religion of our progenitors is exempla- 
l for rur imitation »•* and will reflect con- 
ing shame on us, if wtt prove degenerate* 
jord grant that the nobU design of our 
s in coming to this land, may not be for- 
I by us, nor by our children after us, even 

t. ii, n, 12. tGal. vi IC-Mic.vi. 8. \2 
iii. 15. Rev. iii. 19. Rev. iii. 2. Phil. ii. 
^Rev. iii. 4. (IHos. xii. 3^3. ^Ho9. xii* 
*i Tim. i. 5. Jub. viii. 5* 



ihetntereat of reli^on which we can ne 
ch.kngc for a temparul iniercit witliout 
«st dt:^;cneracvi and most inexrusable 
tioii.^ To conclude ihe lolemn relw 
providence from ttme to lime in a se 
judkcmentS) and in particuldr. the general 
in -he rummer pan, tngeiher mith the grin 
ttfitfttn' mm- ofitar mitiiary undcnaking, 
lieam, wkie»t and mtrtaiily of our earaii 
*uceeii''Jull\i be imf'rovfd bui by a telf-hi. 
(omideraiian of our waya, OJid a thorough 
Bite of ail that ia anii'«*.f So will the 
our fathers be our God, and he will be a 
fire round about us, and the Glory in th 
of ui in tt)it present and all succeeding 
Btioni. AM£N. 



"E«od. XV. S. ir. Jer.ii.Sl. tlso- - 
C<n;fliii. 33. Zach. ii. a. 
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CHAP. I. 

Of the* Holy Scrifitures, 

% L.THOUGH the light of nature, and the 
JL ivorks of creation »nd Providence, do so 
*' Tnunifebt the goodness, wisdom, and power 
God, as to leave men inexcusable ; a yet they 
t not sufiicient to give that knpwledg^e of 
ydy :ind ol hts will, which is* necessary unto 
Ivaiion : b Therefore it pleased the Lord at 
pdry limes, and in divers manners, to reveal 
nnst:lf, and to declare that his vrill unto his 
lurcl. : c and afterwards, for the better pre- 
rving and propagating of the truth, and for 
: more sure est blishment and comfort of the 
lurch aguinst the corruption of the flesh, and 
B m;ilice of Satan and of the world, to commit 
s sr^me wholly to writing ; d which maketh 
e Holy Scripture to be most necessary ; e 
ost former ways of God's revealing his will 
lo his people, now ceased y 
a Norn, ii. 14, 15. Pom. i, 19, 20, PnaLiidx. 
2, 3. Rom. i. 32. C/tafi. ii. 1. b I. Cor. \. 
. C/ja/i. ii. 13, U. cHcb. i. I, 2. dProv. 
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4 A CONFESSION OF FAITH, 

ixii* 19, 30, SI. Luke i. 3, 4. Rom. x\ 
Mat. iv. 4, 7« 10. Im. viii. 9,30. e II. 
iii. 15. II Pet. i. 19. i Htb. i. 1,2, 

II. 
Unckr the name of Holy Scripture, or 
ytovfX of God written, are now contained al 
books of the Old and New Testament, w 
are these ; 

OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, 

Genesis^ Exodus, Jjevifiairt^ JK'umbera. Dc 
onomy^ Jof.huQy Judges^ llwh^ I. SomiteL II. 
ucL 1. Kings, II. Kitjgs^ I. C/ironiclcs, 11. C 
ides, Ezra, JSTehcmicih, Esther, Job, Psoims 
verbs, EccltsiQfftes, The Song of Songs ^ 
Jeremiah, iMmenfanoiis, Ezektel, Daniel, 
Joel. Amos, Obadiah, Jonah* AUcah, ^Yahu 
bakkuk, Zefihaniah^ Ilaggai, Zachariah^ J\ 

OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Matthew, Mark. Luke, John, The Ac 
AfiQstles, PauVs Kfihtle to the Romans, 
thiansy IL Corinthians, Galatians, L 
Philiptdans. Colossians, I. Thessalonians 
salonians, I to Timothy, II to TimofJ 
*tU8^ to Philemon, the Efiistlc to the 
/^^ Ji/ihtle of James, the first c 
J^i'ef/es of Pefer, the first ^ Rccondv a 
A/f/Zcs of JohUy the jEpiuile of Jude, 



A CONFESSION OF FAITH. Is 

All which are given by the inspiration of 
God< to b-i the rule of faith and life, g 

g Luke xvi. 2f, 31. Efih* ti. 39. Rev. xxii« 
18, 19. II Tim. iii. 16. 

III. 

; The books commonly called \p0cr3rpha not 
I iteing of divine inspiration, are no pari of the ca- 
Tm of the scripture ; and therefore are of n» 
authority in the Church of God, nor to be any 
otherwise approved, or trade use of, than other 
luiman writings, h 

h Luke xxiv. 37, 44. Rom. iii. 2. II Peter, 
i. 31. 

IV. 

The authority of the holy scripture, for which 
if ought to be believed and obeyed, deptndeth 
Hot upon the testimony of i>ny man or churchy 
hit wholly upon God, (who is truth itself) the 
tmhor thereof ; and therefore it is to be received 
because it is the woid of God. t 

til. Pet i, 19> 31. II. Tim. iii. 16. I. John 
V. 9. I. Thes. ii. 1 3. 

V. 

We may be moved and induced by the testi- 
;ftony of the church, to a high and reverend es- 
teem of the holy scripture ; k and the heavenli- 
itesa of the matter, the e Hieac^ ^1^^ ^^iKX\\T«.N 
^ mycsty of the sty\^^lV\t1jtOTvs^Tv\. ^'l "^^^ 
^ris, the acope of the viYvoVc^ <;wV\cXi\^ \» ^^ 



A CONFESSION OF FAITH. 

;loiy to Qod) the full discovery it makes 
only way of man's salvation, the many otli 
/tmparable excellenciesi and the entire p< 
lion thereof, are <irguments whertby it dc 
andantly evidence itself to be the word 
.)d ; yet notwithstanding, our full persuasi 
id assurance of the infallible truth and divi 
jthority thereof, is from the inward work 
le Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with t 
Ford< in our hearts. / 

kl Tim. ii. 15. /IJohn, ii. 20, 27. Jol 
Kvi. 13, U. I Cor.ii. 10, 11, 12. Isa. lix. 31 

VI. 

The whole counsel of God, concerning 
things necessary for his o\vn glory, man's sa 
tion, faith and Hfe, is either expressly set d 
in scripture., or by good and necessary cc 
qtnce may be deduced from scripture ; 
ivhich nothing at any time is to be d( 
whethet by new revelations of the Spiri 
traditions of men. m Nevertheless we acl 
ledge the inward illumination of the Spi 
God to be necessary for the saving under 
ing of such things as are revealed in the m 
and there are some circumstances conr 
the worship of God, and government 
church, common to human actions and s( 
which are to be ordei*ed by the light of 
and christian prudence, according to t' 
ral rules of the wordy which are alwa) 
observed* 



A CONFESSION OF FAITH. If 

m II Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. Gal. i. '8, 9. II. 
Thcs. ii. 3, 1 5. n John, vi. 45. I Cor. ii. 9, 10, 
H, 13. I Cor. xi. 13| 14, and chap. xir. 36, 
40. 

VII. 

All things in scripture are not alike plain in 
themselves, nor alike clear unto all ;fi yet 
those things which are necessary to be known, 
btlie^cd, and observed, for salvation, are so 
clearly propounded and opened in some place 
«)f scripture or oiher, that not only the learned, 
hut the unlearned, in a due sense of the ordina<- 
fy means may attain unto a sufficient undei- 
itandinjT of them, g 

ft U Pet. iii. 16. f Psal. cxix. 105, 190» 
Htb. ii. 2, 

VIII. 

"J he Old Testament in Hebrew, (which was 
the native lanj»uage of the people of God of old) 
and the New Testament in Greek, (which at 
^^^ lime of writing of it was most generally 
■•■own to the nations) being immediately inspi- 
^ by God, and by his singular care and provi- 
dence kept pure in all ages, are therefore au- 
•^^ntical ; r so as in all controversies of religion 
^^^ church is finally to appeal unto them. 9 
^^^ becnise these original tongues are not* 
^'">wn to all the people of God, who have right 
**' 'f> and interest in the scriptures, and are com- 
"Jjoaed in th^i fear of God to read and search 
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them, t therefore they are to be tn 
the vulgar language of every natioi 
they come) n that the word of C 
plentifully in all, they may worshi 
acceptable manner, w and through 
comfort of the scriptures may hav 
r Mat. y. 18. s Isa. viii. 20. A 
Job. V. 39, 46. / John, v. 89. f^ I C 
11, 13, 24, 2f, 28. wCohiii. IC. x 

IX. 

The infallible rule of interpretat 
ture, is the scripture itself ; and tht 
there is a (Question about the true i 
of any scripture (which is not man 
it must be searched and known by 
that speak more clearly, y 

y II Pet* 1, 20, 21. Acts, xv. >5. 



The Supreme Judge, by whon 
versies of religion are to be detern 
decrees of councils, opinions of an< 
doctrines of men, and private spiri 
examined, and in whose sentence v 
can be no other but the holy script 
by the Spirit, into which scripture 
our faith is finally resolved, z 
 z Mat* xxii« 29. 3 U Eph. ii. 20« 



A CONtESSION OF FAITH. Id 

CHAP. II. 
Of Chdj and, of the Holy Trinity* 

THERE is but oAe only a living and truer 
God ; 3 who is infinite in being and per- 
fec^tion^ c a most pure spirit, d invisible, e with- 
fwit body, parts^jf or passions,^ immutable, A 
iinvDense, f eternal, k incomprehensible, / al« 
mighty, m most wise, n most holy, o most free,/t 
most absolote, g working all things according to 
the co«xnsel of his own immutable and most 
Ti^hteoiis will, r for his own glory, » most lov- 
ing, / gracioosf, merciful, long suffering, abun- 
dant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, 
transcrression and sin ; u the rewarder of them 
that diligently Seek him ; w and withal, most 
just a:id terrible in his judgments, x hating all 
sir), y and who will by no means clear the guil- 
ty, z 

a Deuf. vf. 4. I Cor. viii. 4, 6, 6 1 Thes. 
i. 1*. Jur. X. 10. c Job, i. 7, 8, 9, and xxvi. 14. 
d John, iv, 24. e \ Tim. i. 17. /Deul. iv. 15, 
16. John, iv. 24. Luke, xxiv. 3^. 5* Acts, xiv. 
1 i, 1 J. /j T.^nics^ i. 17. Mai. iiJ- 6. i I Kings, 
rHr. 57- Jlt. :^x:ii, 23 24. k Rom- i- 20. J. 
Tim. i. 17. Psal- xc. 2, / Psal. cxiv. 3. m 
Cien-xviJ. i, R-v.iv, 8. n Ron^. xvi. 27. o 
Isr,. vi. 3. /tV:ir\. cxv. 3. y K'lod, iii, 14i 
r Eph-:. 1 *. 8 Ro^. xi. 3(^. e I Jr;hn, iv. 8, 
1(>. 11 Kxo:!» x:;>;iv. 6, 7- w Heb« x'l 6. .?^ 
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Nti'» x» 1 • .^^.». yPs-!. VI. 5, 6. z 
xxxiw 7. N«li* :. t2 3. 

II. 

God hath II hfe, a ginrv. d goodness, 
8cd!)ti»s, d in and of himself; ar.d is alont 
unto hinist If ail-sufficient, not standing i 
of ny cieitiircs which he h.ith madt', e 
riving any glory frnm them,/ but only m 
ting his own glovy in, by, unto, and upor 
He is the alone fountain of all being, of 
through whom, itnd to vhom are all thi 
and h:tth mo!»t sovereign dominion over 
to do by them, for them, or upon them, \ 
ever himself pltastth* h In his sight all 
are open and manifest ; i his knowledge 
nit( f infallible, i^nd independent upon tht 
ture ; k sn 'S nothing is to him conting 
uncertain*/ He is most holv in all his co 
in all his works, and in all his comm: 
To him is d^e from angt Is and men, and 
other creiture, whatsoever worship, ser' 
obedience, as creatures, they owe unto tl 
ator, and -vhatever he is further pleased 
t|Uire of then*, n 

a John, V. 26. b Acts, vii, 2. c Ps'»I 
68« rf 1 Ti • . .i5,Hon..iy. .• e Ac 
Si)!t5. AJ'^b, xxiu 2, 3. g Ron . II,: 
K V. ir. M. I Tin., vi. 15. D.f . I .25. 
55, f Heb. iv. 13. k Ron', v'. Sh r 

oc/n y/. Row* viu 1 2. nUtv^^ n. 
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III. 
1 the unity of the Godhead there be three 
K>n5 of one substance, powers and eternity ; 
1 the Father^ God the Son, and God the Ho- 
^host* o The Father is of noney neither be- 
ten, nor proceeding- ; the son is eternally be« 
ten of the Father ;/k the Holy Ghost eternal- 
iroceeding from the Father and the Son^ ^ 
Itch doctrine of the Trinity is the founda- 
I of all our communion with God, and corn- 
Able dependence upon him. 
IJohn, V. 7. Mat. iii> 16, 17. chap, xxviii^ 
IlCor.xiii. 14. /^ John, i* 14, IS. gJohn> 
36* Gal- iv* 6* II Cor* xiii. 14. 



CHAP. Ill* 

Of God's Eternal Decrees 

■^ OD from all eternity did by the most wise 
X and holy counsel of his own w///, freely 
I unchanq^eably ordain whatsoever comes to 
s ; a yet so as thereby neither is God the|^u- 
r of sin, 6 nor is violence offered to the will 
[le creatures, nor is the liberty or contingen- 
of second causes taken away, but rather es- 
lished. c 
( Eph* h II* Rom. xi* 33. Heb* vi» 17* 
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R''»'Tn, ly. 15. IK. A Jamts. . l). H, 
5* c \ris, w, J . ch •• • 27. 2b» . 
i2» Jjhi 9 X* i !• Piov. X' .• .>>• 

II. 

Alrhouffh God kno«s wh:iisoever n 
conn lo pass upon all supposed con 
yet hath h^ not decreed ..ny ihing^. b 
foresaw it us fuinre. or th t which wi 
to pass, upon snch conditio! v. e 

d \cls, X*. . 18 15. ndxxl. '1, 
xu 21, 2a* t R II.. IK. 1 1, 13, 16, iC 

HI. 

By the decree of God. for the mm 
bf his glory, sooie nr^en and angelsy a 
tinsUed unto everlasting li£e« and othe 
divined lo everl ivtini»"de;th..§f 

/I Finf^ ^^2\ M.'xxv. 4J. Ept 
Vvo\m xvi, 4« g Honw tx% 22, 23. 

IV. 

The»e angels and men, ihuspredesti 
for • >rd.iintd, htc p.irticulurly and ui 
biy riesignedi and their number is so c 
d( finite, that it cannot be either incres 
in«pi«her'« h 

h IlTin>«ii.{9. John» 13. 18* 



Tho«»e of mr^nkind that are predesti 
to life, God, before iht tourvd-AUoa of 
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lAdy :tccording to his eternal and immi:i<> 
>urpose, and it4fc srcrtt counsel and ^ci* d 
surt- of his wil), huth chostr. in ChiisU un- 
jvcrlastmjj ^lory. i out of r.is mtre free 
;e and love* without any foresi(;ht of faith cr 
1 w6rkS) or perseverance in either of ihem> 
ny other thin^ in the creature, as conditt- 
, or causes moving him thenunto, k dnd all 
«e pi aise of his i;lorioos irrar • / 
Eph. i. 4, 9, 1 1. Uon% viii. so, II Ti^^, i. 
I Thea. v. y. k R «i'. • ix. 11, 13, i6. Eph. 
, 9. /Eph. I. S 12. 

vr. 

\.s God hath appointed the elect unto ^'lorv, 
hath he by the eternal ard njosi free purpose 
lis will fore ordained all the means thefeur* 
m Whertfore they uho are elecitd, b ing 
en in Adair, are redeemed by Christ, n ; re 
xtually called unto fith in Christ by his 
irit working in due season, are JMStificd, a- 
pted« sanctified) o and kept bv his power, 
ough fdith unto s^.lviUiot ,/? N'ither are a- 
other redeemed by ^'hns-, '.r ^ ff ctually cal- 
, justified, adopted, sanciifiv c!, and saved, but 
* elect only, q 

m I Pel. •. 2. Epb* '. 4 5, *nd ch p. Vu TO, 
Thes. ii-13. r? I I'h • . . '% 10. In. if. .4. 
lopr.. viii. 3r. Eplu -f v. li ' Iks. ii. i3. /^ 
*et. i. !f. q John, vi. 9, — vi. 64. 65, — viii, 47, 
3 X, 26, Ron., viii. 28, lo the eT.d, 1 John, liy,. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of Creaiiofu 

pleased God the Father, Son and holy 
^host, a for the manifestation of the glory 
is eternal power, wisdom and goodness, b in 
beginning to create and make of nothing 

world, and &11 things therein, whether 
>le or invisibiei in the space'of six days and 
ery good, c 

Ueb* i. 2. John i. 2. S. Gen i. 2. Job xxvi. 
Scxxziii. 4. -6 Horn. 1* 20. Jer*x. 12. PsaK 
24. Sc xxxiii. 5, 6., c Gen i. Chap. Ueb. 
!• Col. i. Id. Acts xvii> 24* 

 

II. 
Aer God had made all other creatures, ho 
ted man, male and female, d with reasona- 
ind immortal souls, e endued with knowl- 
:» righteousness and true holiness, after his 
image,/ having the law of God written in 
r hearts, g and power to fulfil it ; h and yet 
sr a possibility of transgressing, being left 
le libeity of their own will, which was sub- 
to change, i Besides this law written in 
' heartsj th^y received a command not to eat 
he tree of knowledge of good and evil ; 
:h vvhilst they kept they were happy in their 
munion with God, k and had dominion over 
:reatures. I 

G 
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d Gen. i. 27. e Gen. ii. 7. EccL xli. 
xicrii.43. Mat.x. 38. /Gen. i. 36. ( 
10 Eph. iv. 24. ^ Rom. ii. 14, if. 
Tii. 29. tGeiuiii. 6. Eccl. vii. .39. 
ill 8» 9, to, 1 1, 33. /Gen. i. 26, 38, 
IT. 



CHAP. V. 



0/ Providence, 

GOD the great creator of all thin] 
ijplioldt a direct, dispose, and g< 
creatures, actions, and things b from tl 
est even to the least c by his most wise 
\y providence, d according to his infalli 
knowledge* e and the free and immutat 
sel of his own will, / to the praise 
glory of his wisdom, power, justice, { 
and mercy, ff 

a Heb. i' 3. b Dm. iv. 34, 35. Psal 
6. Acts xvii. 25, 26 28, 29 Job xxx.vii 
xl, xli, chapters, c Mat. x. 29 30, 3 1, 
civ. 34. XV. 3. and cxlv« 17. e Acts 
Psal. xciv, 8, 9, 10,11. /Eph, i. 1 
XKxiii. 10, U. ^''Isa. Uiii. 14. Eph.iii. I 
i:;. 17. Gen.xlv. 17. Psal. cxiv. 17« ' 
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II. 

> A1thou|i|^h in relation to the fore-knowledge 
decree of God, the first cause, all thinga 
ie to paaa imrnutably and infjHibly ; A yet 
the same prtjvidence he ordereth them to 
11 out, according to the nature of the second 
kuaeS) either necessarily freely or contingent- 
.i 

h Acta ii. 93. t Jer. xxxi. 35. Exod. xxi. 13. 
ren. viii. 33. Deut. xix. 5. i Kinga xxii. SS| 
laa. X. 6, 7. 



III. 
God in his ordinary providence maketh us& 
meansi k yet is free to work without, / abovei 
and against them at his pleasure, n 
k Acts xxvii. 3K 44. Isa. Iv: 11. Hos. ii. 31, 
3. ' /Hos* i. 7. Mat. iv. 4. Job xxxiv. 10. m 
^om. iv« 19> 30| 9 1 . n II Kings vi. 6. Dan. iii. 



IV. 
The almtf^hty power, unsearchable wisdom 
and the infinite goodness of God. so far mani- 
'Celt themselves in his providtnce, in that his de- 
'termined counsel extendeth itself even to the 
' first fall and all other sins of angels and men. a 
(and that not by a bare permission) /; which al* 
ao he most wisely and powerfully boundeth. q 
and otherwise ordereth and governeth in a ma* 
Bifold dispensation, to his own most holy ends, r 
jet 10 aa the sinfulness thereof proceedeth only 
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from the creature, and liot from G 

ing most holy and righteous, nei 

can be the author or approver of s 

Rom. xi. 32, 33, 34. II Sam. 3 

I Chron. xxu I. I Kings li. 3, 33, 
X. 4, 13, 14. II Sam. vi. 10. Acts 
IT. 27, S8. ft Acts xiv. 16. q Pst 

II Kings xix. 38. r Gen. 1. 30 Isa 
s Jam. i* 13, 14, 1 7. I John ii. : 

V. 

The most wise, righteous and g 
doth oftentimes leave for a season 1 
dren to manifold temptations, and 
tion of their own hearts, to chsidti 
their former sins, or to discover un 
hidden strength of corruption, and i 
Off their hearts, that they may be hu 
to raise them to a more close and i 
pendence for their support upon 
to make them more watchful agaii 
occasions of iin, and for smidry otl 
holy ends, u 

ill Chron. xxxii. 35, 36, 3h II 
l» ull Cor. xii. 7, 8, 9. Psa. 1: 
Psa. Ixxvii. 1, 10, fS. Mark xiv. 
end. J6hnxxi« 15, 16, k7. 



VI. 
As for those wicked and ungodly 
Sod as a righteotXs judtge^ for form 
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and harden* w from them he not only with- 
leth bis grace, whereby they mi(;ht have 
in enlightened in their understandings, and 
jfal upon in their hearts, jt but sometimes 
withdraweth the gifts which they hnd. y 
exposeth them to such objects, as their 
[|ition makes occasion of sin ; z and with- 
givei them over to their own Insts, the temp- 
^tkms of the worlds and the power of Satan, a 
;reby it comes to pass thnt they, harden 
smselves under those means even which God 
nth for the softening of them, d 
A wRom. !• 24, 26, 38. Rom. xi. T, 8. x 
Ptn* UU3C 4. y Mat. xiii. 12. M^t. xxv. 29. 
Deu. ii 30.. II Kings viii. 12, 13. a Psn. viii. 
1, IS. b Ezod vii. S. and viii. 15, 33. II Cor. 
14, 16. Isa. viii. 14. I Pet. ii. 7, 8i Isa* xvi. 
1% 10. with Acta xxviii. 26, 27, 

^ VII. 

As the Providence of God doth io general 

to all creatures, so after a most special 

inner it taketh care of his churchy and dispo- 

ith all things for the good thereof, c 

e I Tim. iv. 10. Amos ix. 8^ 9. Rom* tiii* 

fn. Isa* xliii. 3| 4, 5, 14. 




C9 



^ 



A CONFESSION OF F 



CHAP. VI. 

Qf the fall t^ Man^ of Sin^ and qf 

ment thereof. 

GOD having^made a- covenant 
life theMupon, a with our I 
and all their posterity in them 
seduced by the subtilty andtempta 
did wil&lly transgress the \kw of 
tion, and break the covenant- ih'ea 
biddep fruit; c. ' 

a Rbna* x. 5. b Rom. v. 13,13 
21)22. cGeniii. i:^« llCor. xi. 

« 

IT. 

fiy tliis sin the]?, and we in the 
on(|;inal righteousness and comi 
God) d and so became dead in sin, 
defiled in all thefaculties^and p{rrti 
body* / 

d Gen« iiu 6, 7, 8. EccL vii. S9. 
fGen. ii. 17. Eph.ii; U fTix* i. 1 
Jer. xvii« 9s. Hooi ili. 10, to 19. 

III. 

They being the root, and by Gc 

ment standing in the room and stes 

kind, the guilt of this sin was im 

corrupted nature conveyed to all t 
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Si 



descending from Ihcm by ordinary genera- 
fen, h 

^ Gen. i. 27, 28. G?n- i». 16, 17. Acts xvii. 

I. Rom. V. 12. 15, 16 17,18, 19. I Cf». xv. 

1,-23,45. 49 APsal. li. 5. C<cn. v. 5. Job xi\. ^* 

XV* 14. 

•  • 

IV. 
From this original corruption whereby \v& 
utterly indisposed, disabled and made oppo- 
ite to all g^d", {'arid wholly inclined to all evil, 
do proceed all actual transgression*'. /• 
t'Rom V. 6« and viii. 7, and vii. 18. Co!, i. 
^1* i(:Gen. vi. 5. ind viii. 21. Ronri. iii. 10, 11, 
12. /Jam.]. 14> 15« Eph* ii. 2, 3, Mat. x>\ 
\ l9- 

V. 

This corruption of nUure during this life. 
^bth remain in those that are regenerated ; m 
indalihough ifbe through Christ pardoned and 
'mortified, yet both itself and all the motions 
llierepf are truly and properly i.hi. n 

91 r John i. 8 10. Rom vii« i4, 17, 18. 2o< 
Jam. iii. 2. Pro. xx«9. Eccl. vii> 20. nRon)« 
til. J, 7, 8,25. Gal. V. 17. 

• VL 

Every sin both original and actual, being a 

transgression of the righteous law of God. and 

contrary thereunto, o doth in its own nature 

b.'ing guilt upon the sinneri /^ whereby he i^ 
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bound over to the wrath of God, 
of the law, r and so made subjc 
with all miseries spiritual, i tempoi 

naU w 

o I John, ill* 4« ft Rom. zz« l5 
19. g Eph ii. S. r Gal. iii. 10* 
t Eph* iv* 18. u Rom. viii. SO. I 
or Matt XXV* 41. II Thes. i« 9. 



CHAP- VIL 



QfGod*§ Covenant mtk 



THE disUncb between God ax 
ure is so great, that althou^ 
creatures do owe obedience to hin 
ator, yet they could never have at 
ward of life, but by some volunta 
sion on God's part, which he h 
sed to express bv way of covenant 
a Isa. x). t3»'l4, 15^ 16, 17. Jo 
Psa. cxiti. 56, and c. t, 3. Job x^ 
XXXV. 7, i. Luke xvii- 10, Acts 3 

II. 
The first covenant made with 
x90T«iant of worksy b wherein life 



A CONFESSION OF FAITH. 



5.: 



1 



Adam, and in him to his posterity, r upon 
iditiou of perfect and pcrsonul obedience, d 

b Gal. iii. 12. c Rom. x. 5, and v. 12 to 2'^. 

[Gen. ii. 17. Gai. 3. 10. 

IIF. 
[ Man by his fall having made himself unc^!- 
>le of life by that covenant, the Lord wai? 
ttsased to make a second, c comTifionly called 
Ic covenant of t^race" ; wherein he ffeely cf- 
trelh' onto sinners lift* and salvation by JvSur 
/■'hrist, requirinjfj of them Faith in him that 
(hey may be saved, y* and promisinp; to give 
ivilo all those that are Ordained unto lift, his 
loly Spirit to make them willing; and able to 
►t:licvc. g 

ffGt|.iii«31. Rom. iii. 20, 21. Gen iii. 6. 
I. xhi. 6. / Murk XV • I5« 16. John 
»m» X. 6^ 10. Gul. iii. 11. g Ezek< 
t6| 37« John vi* 44, 45. 

IV. 

This covenant of grace is freqnrnily set, 

>rlh in scripture by the name of a l<"st.iment, 

reference to the dc.jih of Jesus Christ the 

itator, and to the everlasting inheritance, ^\ith 

iUI things belonging to it. therein btrqueath'^r!. h 

h Heb. vii. 3^. and ix* 15, 16, 17. Luke xxii. 

30. I Cor. xi. 2b. 

V. 

Although this covenant hath \:f-*>^ ^^'fTTcrenlly 
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and variously administered in respect < 
nances and institutions in the time of \ 
and since the coming of Christ in the 
yet for the substance and efficacy of it, 1 
spiritual and saving endsi it is one and thi 
upon the account of which various d 
tions it is called the old and new testann 
f II Cor» iii* 6, 7, 8, 9« Ueb« xii* ^i 
Col. ii. 1 K 12. I Cor. v. 7« 8, and xi. 95 
iii* 3. Elph* i>'.5. Jer.xzzi. 33,34. R 
31, 33| 30| and i« 16^ i 11 Cor« iii. 6, 1 



CHAP. VIII. 
0/ ChrUt the Mediators 

JT pleased God in his eternal pur 
choose and ordain the Lord Jesus I 
gotten son, according to a covenai 
t)e.tween them both, to be the Mediator 
C^«>d and man, ; a the prophet, b prief 
king, d the head and saviour of his c 
the heir of all things</and judge of the 
unto whom he did from all eternity gi' 
pie to be his seed, h and to be by him 
redeemed, called, justified, sanctified a 
ied. f 
#Uar xiiir K I Fet« ir 19, 30. John 
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Xi« ii« 5* 6 Acts iii. S3, c Heb- v* 5» 6. 

il. ii« 6. Luke u 33. c £ph. ▼• 23. /Heb. 

jr Acts xvii. 3U A John xvii. 6* PsaL 

30« Isa« lii'u iO« 1 1 Tiro* ii« 6« I»a. lr« 

. Cor« is 30. 

II 
tie son of God the second person in the 
litfy being very and eternal God of one 
tance and equal with the f tther» did, when 
[uioess of time was come, take upon hini 
1*8 nature, k with all the essential proper- 
and common infirmities thereof, yet with- 
sin, / being conceived by the power of the 
' Ghost in the womb of the virgin Mary, 
ler substance ; m so that two whole perfect 
distinct natures, the Godhead and the man- 
d, were inseparably jomcd together in one 
ion, without conversion, composition or con<- 
m ; n which person is very God and very 
I yet one Christy the only Mediator between 
I and man# o 

bbn i. U, If, and v. So. Phil. ii. 6. GaU iv# 
/ Heb* ii» 14, 16, 17, and iv. l5. m Luk» 
% 31, 35. Gal. iv. 4. n Luke i. 35. Ronu 
S. CoL ii. 9. I Pet. 141. 18. I Tim. iii. W 
niui»31« lTim*ii*5« 

III. 
'he Lord Jesus Christ In his human nature 
I onited to the divine in the person of the^ 
was sanctified an4 antNnted with the holy 
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si/int -above measure,/! having in him all 
ir;:asarcb of vvisitum unci knowitdge^ q in wJ 
:t pleased the tlaher that ail iulncss si 
dwell, no the end thut being holy, harmleUil 
defiled and full of gruce \a\A truih, « he xsa{ 
\yc thoroughly furnished to txecute the office] 
a medi.«t(ir and surety ; t which ifiice he tooki 
uTilo himself, but was thereunto called by 1 
father, u viho also put all power and p 
ment into hU hand, and gave him comi 
ihent to t'Xt:cute the same* v) 

ii Ps. I. xlv« !• John iii. 34. q Col. ii. 3. 
Col. i- 111. fi Heb. vii. 26. John i. Id. < 
X. 38. Hcb. xii. 24, and viu 22. u H«b. T.< 
w John ¥• 21| 2r. M^u xxviii. 18* 



5. 



2!. 35. 



IV. ;i 

The ofTice the X^ord Jesud Christ did 
wiirn)y;ly undertake, x wh^iciii that he ii 
diochargc he was m*idc under the law, y 
did perfectly fulfil it, z and underwent the p 
ishiiient due to us, which we should have b 
and ::uirt:rtd, being made sin and a curse for 
«;n(!uring most grievous torments immcdiat 
t'lom God in his boul, a and most painiul Miff^ 
ings in his body,. 6 was ciucifi<.-d anddiedyCii 
buritd and remained under the power of deal 
yet saw no cotrupliun, d on the third day he 
iv)be from the dei.d c with the same Ludy- 
which he suiVtrtd,/ with which ulso he asct, 
^itd int'j lU'uvtRr and Uitre billvih at the rig^! 
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ther, g making intercession, h and 
> judge men and anj^els at the e^il 

• 

t 

7, 8. Heb. X. 5 to 10. John, x. 18. 
f GaK iv, 4. z Mat. iii. ia dnd v. 
:xyi. 37, 38, and xxviu 46. Luke 
liat. x^vi. 27. c Phil, ii, 8. d 
24, 27, and xiii, 37- Uom. vi. 9, 
4. /John, XX. 25, 27, ^ Mark, 

1. viii, 34. Heb'. ix, 24, 4nd vii. 2^« 
, 10. Acts, i, 11, and x, 42. Matl 

2. Jude> 6. II Pet. ii. 4. 

V. 

esus, by his perfect obedience and 
mself, which he, through the eter- 
; offered up unto God, huth fully 
jstice of God,^ and purch ised 
ciliation, but an everlasting inhere 
Lingdom of heaven, for all those 
.her hath given unto him. / 
19. Hcb. ix, 14, 1 6, and x, 14* 
m. iii, 25, 26. /Col. i, 19, 2Q« 
6. Eph»i, U, 14* John, xvii| 3» 

. VI. 

lie work of redemption was not 
3rht by Christ till after his incaiy 
lie virtue, efficacy and benefit^ 
communicated to the elect in all 
ely, from the beginning of tbp 



38 A CONFESSION OF F 

woild, In and by those promises, t 
lifices, wherein he was revealed, 
\o be the seed of the woman, whicl* 
the serpent's head, and the lumb i 
beginning of the world, being jts 
day the same, and forever, m 
in Gal. iv, 4, 5. Gen. iii, U. Re 

VIF. 

/ Christ in the work of mediatior 
^^ ding to both natures, by each nati 
which is piT>per in itself ; n yet by 
unity of the person, that which is 
nature, is sometimes in scripture 
the person denominated by the ot 
n Heb. ix. 14, 15. I Pet. iii, 18 
'C8. John, ill, 13. 1 John, iii, 16. 

,y • VIII. 

To all those for whom Christ h 
redemption, he doth certainly and 
ply and communicate the same,/2 
c^ession for tbcim, ^ and reveaUng 
and by the word, the mysteries 
effectually persuading them by hi 
lieie and oi>ey, and governing th 
his word and Spirit, « overcoming 
mies by his almif^hty power an< 
^ch manner and Ways as are m* 
to his wonderful and unsearch; 
tion. / 
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'^ Johm vU 37, oQ, and x, 15^ 16* 7 T John, 
I 1. Rom. viii, 34. r John, xv, 13, 15. Lph. i, 
leS^ 9. John, xvii, G. a John, xiv, 16. Heb. xU, 
BL II Cor. iv« 13. Rom. viii, 9, 14. ami xv. i:^ 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of Free Will. 

OD hath endued the y^\\\ of man i^ith that 
n^turaUiberty and power of acting upon 
Hce, that ins neither forced, nor by any ab- 
late nece&sity of nature determined to do 

or evil, a 
a Mat. xviu 13. Jam. i. 14. Deut. xxx« 19. 

H. 

Man in his state of innocency had freedom 
"* power to will and to do that which was 

d and well pleasinp: to Goil ; b but yet muta« 
/i so that he mi|;ht full from it. c 
A Gen. u 26. Eccl. vii. 39. Gen. iii. 6. c Getir. 

16, 17. 

III. 
Mso by luB 6dl into a state ot va\^\i^>\v'«Vt3'.- 



ly lost all ability of will to any sp 
cccomp myinji^ salvation, c/ so as a i 
bein^ altogether avtrst- from that j 
dead in sin. /\s not able by his o 
to convert himself) or to prepare hi 
finio. g 

d Rom. V, 6. John xv, 5. ^ R 
12. /Eph. ii. I 5. Col ti. 13. g 
65. Eph. li. 2| 3, 4, 5. I Cor^ ii. \A 
4, 5. 

IV. 

When God converts a sinner, ai 
him into the state of gr.ce,, he 
irom his natural bondap^e under s 
liis ij^mce alone enables him freely 
to do that which is spiritually $;ood 
th'it by reason of his remainin^ij^ 
d'^th not perfectly nor only will i\ 
good but doth also will that whicl 

/iCol. i, 13. PhiKii, 13. t Rom 
ft Gal. V, 17. Rom. vii, 15, 18, 19) 

V. 
The will of man is made pcrfcc 
rnutiibly free to good alone in the { 
bnly. / 
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CHAP. X. 



Of Fffi ctual Calling. 

a A LL those whom God hath predcstinalel 
^X\. unto life, und those only he is pU'...btd m 
^s appointed and accepted time effectually V* 
XtM a by his word and spirit^ d out of th.'t state 
of sin and death in which they ure by natut'c, U\ 
^ grace cind salvation by Jesus Christ, c eiilii;ht- 
^CDing their minds spiritually and 8uvin^>:1y to un« 
.derstand the things of God, d takinp^ away 
l,tbeir heart of stonei and giving unto them 
ID heart of flesh, e Renewing their wiils and 
)xf his almighty power determining them to that 
fUch IS goodi/and efTectually drawing them 
[isJesusChri&t : ^ yetso as they come most 
litsly, being made willing by his gr»rc.^ 

a Rom- viii, 30, and xi, 7. Eph. i, 10, 11. i- 
IlThess. ii, 13, 14. II Cor. iii, 3, 6. c Rom. 
viii,7. Eph. iii l* ii 3. 4, 5. II Tim. i, 9, lO. 
If Actsxxvi, 18. Col. ii, 10, II. Eph.i, 17, 18. 
,f£zek. xxxvi^ 26. /Ezck. xi. '9. Phil, ii, 13. 
>eut. XXX, 6. Ezek. xxxvi, 27. g Eph. i. 19. 
fohn v'u 44, 45. A Cant« i, 4. Psal. ex, 3. John 
11,37. Rom. vi, 16, 17, lU. 

11. 
Th/i encctual call is of G' d'^ Ctc^ ^wd 'i\\Q 
eiMl f^rdce alont^ not from ^my V.V\\\\c; A x\vVn>a. 
feeniaman, i who i.s »U'.>^^t\KV v^^s^vn^ \ -:>^ 
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Tiniil beini; quickened and rene 
Spirit, k he is thereby enabled 
Call, and to embrace th^ grace o 
veyed in it. /. 

til Tim. i, 9i Tit. iii, 4, 5. 
9. Rom. iXj 1 1. k\ Cor. ii, H 
i^ph.ii, 5.'/ John vi, 37. hsck. : 
Viii, 9. John v. 25. 

• ill. 

Elect infants dying in infanc}! 
itCi and s.ivcd by Christ, m who 
and Vi here, und how he pleaseth 
all oihtf elec persons who a 
being outwardly called by the n 
Mord. 

mLnke xviii, 15, 16, and Act 
John iii, 5, end IJuhn v. 22, c< 
viii, 9. n John iii, 8. o I John 

IV. 
Others hot elected, although 
'called by the ministry of the wc 
Ivive some, common operations 
yet not being efifectudlly drawn 
I hey licitherdonor can come ui 
therefore cannot be saved ; r i 
men not professing the Christia 
saved In any other way whalsoci 
ver so diligent to frame their liv 
the li^tit of n;dLturey And the law < 
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do profess ; 9 and to assert and maintaio 
It thty may, is very pernicious, and to be dol 

td. i 

Mat. xxiif 14, g Mat. vii, 23, and xiii, SO, 

Ueb. vi,4, 5. rJohnvi, 64, 65, 66, and 
1)34. «Actsiv, 13. John xivy 6. £pb« ii« 
John iv, 33, and xvii, 3. r 11 John ixj IS9 
ih I Cor. xvi, 32. Gal. i, 6, 7, 8, 



CHAP. Xt 

Of Juatificatioru 

'HOSE whom God effectually calleth, hei 

also freely justifieth, a not by in fusing 

[hteousness into them, but by paidt'iiing 

iir sins and by accounting and accepting their 

tnons as righteous not for any thing wrou|;ht 

tbem^ or done by them, but for Christ's sake 

)e ; nor by imputing Faith itself, the act of 

ieving, or any other evangelical obedience to 

li as' their righteousness, but by imputing 

isi'tt active obedience to the wluile law, and 

isive obedience in his sufferings and deuth, 

their whole and sole righteousness, b they 

iiving and resting on him and his righte- 

(snesi by faith ; which fiith they have not of 

leiMelveS) it is the ^\h of God. $ 
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a Rom. viii, 30, and iii, 24. 

5, 6, 7, 8. II Cor. V, 19, 21. R 
S5, 27, 2d. Tit.ui, 5.7. £ph. 

6. I Cor. ii, SO, 31. Rom. v, 
Arts Zv 44. Gal. ii, 16. Phil, ii 
38, 39. £ph. ii, 7, 8. 

!!• 
Faith thus receiving^ and res 
and his righteousnesst is the alo 
jiisMficalion ; d yet it is not aloi 
justified, but is ever iiccompani 
saving; graces, aod is no dead '. 
keth by love, e 

d John, i, 12. Rom. iii, 20, ai 
11,17, 22, 26. Gal. V, 6. 

Christ by his obedience and 
discharge the debt of all those 
ed, and did by the sacrifice of 
blood of bis Cross, undergoing 
the penalty tiue unto thenri^ mali 
and full Siitisfaction to God's jui 
half :/ Yet inasmuch as he wa 
father for them) g and his obedi 
faction accepted in their stead, < 
ly, not for any thing in thera> tl 
is only of free grace, i thr^t boti 
tlce and rich grace of God mig 
in the justification of sinneis. k 

/Rom.v, 8, 9, 10, 19. I Tin 
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lO, 14. Dan. ix, 24. 26. Isa. Hli, 4 5, 6. la 
\2. g Rom. viii, ^2. // II Cor- v, 21. IM.;t. 
17. Eph. V, 2. t Rotn. iii, 24. Eph. i, 7- t. 
iiij 36. Eph. ii> 7. 

IV; 

God did from all eteriijry agree to justify all 
electi / and Ctinsr did in the fulness of time 
for their sins, ;>nd rise ag;ain for their juftti- 
;ation : m nevertheless thty are not justififd 
Irsonully until the holjr Spirit doih in due time 
tually apply Christ unto them* n , 

Gal. iii, 8. I Pet. i, 2, 19, 20. Rom. viii^ 
m Gal. iv,'4. ITin';ii, 6. Rom. iv. 25* 
iCol. I, 3 1, 23. Gal. ii, 1^6. Tit. iii, 4, 5, ^^ 



V. 

God doth continue to forgive the sins of thosq 

\vi are jnstifitd ; o and although they can ne>- 

frfsll from that state of justification, /? yet 

tv m^y by their sins f^ll under God's fatherly 

bpleasure : and in that condition they have 

usually the light of his counttnance rcsto- 

unto thcni, until they humble themsclvesi 

On fens th*. ir sins, beg pardon, and renew their 

lUh y-nd rep • ':it ce. a 

I Mat. vi, 1?. I John T, 7, 9,atid ii, I, 2. A 
Luke xii. 3?. Jobn x. 28. Heb. x, 14. 7 PsaL 
bfcxxix. ?I. 39. SB* ar d li, 7, 8. 9, 10, ! K 12^ 
^d xxxii, 5. Mat, xxvi, 75f I Cor. xi; %% 31;; 
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/ Gal. iv, C g Psal* ciii, xiii, h Prov. 
r, 26. i Mat. vi, 30, 82. I Pet. v, 7. k 
}. xii, 6. / Lam. ili, 3. m Eph. iv, 30. n 
«. vi, 13. • I Pet. 1, 3, 4. Heb. i, 14. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Of Sanctification, 

j^UKY that arc effectually called and regen- 
L etated, being united to Christ, having 
AW heart and a new spirit created in ihn^, 
ttugh the virtue of Chri&rs death and resur- 
<taon,'a ara also further sanctiiied really and 
lonally through the same virtue by his word 
[spirit dwelling in them, b the dominion of 
.whole body of sin is destroyed, c and the se- 
iltusts thereof are more and more weakened 
mortified, (/ and they more and morequicken- 
tiil streng;thened in all saving graces, t to the 
:tice of »11 true holinessf without which no 
I shall see the Lordy 

I Cor. vi, 11. Acts xx, 32. Phil, iii, 10. 
n. vi, 5,6. ^ John xvii, 17. Eph. v. 26. 
ties*, ii, 13. c Rom. vi, 6, 14. ^Gal. v, 
Rom. viii. 1 3. e Cpl. i, 1 1. Eph. iii, 16, 
18, 19. / II Cor. vii, 1. Heb. xii, 14. 
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11 

'Tills sanctificatton is througho 
man,^ yet imptrfect in thi«i life, 
still some reuiiVahts of corruption 
h u hence arises a continual and i 
war, the flesh lusting against the 
spirit a^:ai»isi the flesh ? 

X I Thess. y, 23. h I John i, 1 
18,23. Phil, iii, 12. % Gal. v, ] 
li. 

Ill/ 

In which war although the re 
ruption for a timt ina> nnuch | 
through the continual supply of s 
the sanctifying spirit of Christ, 
ate Petri doth overcome /and so tt 
in giace, m perfecting holiness 
God. n 

h Rom. vii, 23. / Rom. vi, 1^ 
14. Eph iy, 15, 16. i« II Pet. iii 
Cor.'iii. 18. II Cor. vii, I. 
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A CONFESSION OF FAITH* ^ 

\T hearts, 6 and is ordinarily' wrought by the 
iietry of the v>ord ; c by which also, and by 
.Administration of the seals^ prayer, and o- 
ff means, it i% increased and strengthen* 

i^Heb. X, 89. b II Cor. iv, 13. E^h, i, IT, 
I 10, and iiy 8. rKom. x, 14, 17. .'^ct» 
I S2. Rom. iv, 11. Luice rvii/ b. Rom. iy 
i IT. ^IPet.ii,2. 

IT. 

}y this Faith, a christian believeth to be tnie 
Atsoever is revealed in the word, for the au- 
tity of God himself speaketh therein, e and 
jpth differently upon that which each purlic- 
9 passage thereof containeth, yielding obe- 
mce to the commands, / trembling at the 
eatenings, g dod embracing the promises of 
d fur this life, and that which is to come, h 
t'the principal acts of saving faith are, ac- 
iCing, receiving, and resting upon Christ a- 
e, for justification, sanctificstion, end eternal 
bv virtue of the covenant of grace, i 
John iv, 42. I Thess. ii, 13. I John v, lO- 
8 xxiv, 14. /Rom. xvi, 26. g Isa. Ixvi. 2. 
eb. XI, 1,3. 1 Tim. iv, 8. t John i, 12. Acts 
p 31 Gs^I. li, 20. Acts XV, 11. 

III. 
'his faith, although it be different in de- 
?s, and may be weak or strong, k ycl it is in 
lebst degree of it different in the kind or 

E 



i?rHeb. V, !.'>, 14. Rom. iv, 19, 
30, and viii, lo. / Job viii, 13. 
tn Lukexxii, :^1 32. Eph. vi, \^, 
5. n Heb. vi, 11,12, and x, 22. 
Xieb xii, 2. 



CHAP- XV, 



Of Refienlance unto Life and 

SUCH of the ^lect as are convc 
y ear&« having sonaetime lived 
of nature« and therein served div 
pleasures, a God in their effectual • 
them ff^pentance unto life- h 
a Eph. 11. 1, 2, 6. Tit. ii), 8, 4 
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power and deccitfulness of their comiptions 

reliing in them^t/ with the prtvwlency of 

iptation, e fall into great sins unci provocati<- 

;yGod hath in the covenani of grace mer- 

tlly providtd that believers so sinning and 

lling« be renewed through repentance unto 

Jv,*.ian. .^ 

cl Kings vniy 40. Eccl. vii, 20* Hm. iii, 2* 
Bsal. llcv, 3. and xl, 12. Rom. vii, 21, 23. 
xvii, 9. Heb. iii, 13. e Mat. vi, IS. Luk» 
[ii, 31. fU Sam."xi, 27. Luke xxii, «7, 5%- 
g Luke xxii, 32, 61, 62. I John i, 9. 

III. 
This s^vine repentance is an evangelical 
ace, h whereby a person being by the holy 
rhost made sensible of the manifold evils of 
lis sin, i doth by faith in Christ humble him* 
!lf for it, with godly sorrow, detestation of it, 
id self abhor rency, k praying for pardon and 
'ength of grace, / with a purpose and endea- 
irby supplies of the Spirit, to walk before 
J unto all wril pleasing in all things, m 
, ^Zcch. xii, 10. Acts xi, 18. i John xvi, 7, 
•, 9. Ezek. xviii. 30, 31, and xxxvi, 31. Psa^- 
li, 4, I John iii, 4. k Zech. xii, 10. Jer. xxxi, 
1h, 19. Joe! ii, 12, IS. Isa. xxx, 22. Amos v, 
15. Psal. cxix, 128. Ezck. vi, 9. II Cor. vii, 
1 1. / Psal. 11, Der tot. m Psal. cxix. 6f 9, 10^ 
ll Kings xxil^ 25. CoL i, 1 0. 
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IV. 
\s repentance is to bt continued throv^i&i/ 
ole course of our lives, n upon the hcxoui 
the body of death, and the motions the 
) it is every man's duly to rt;pent of his pk 
i] ir known sins partictil^rly. fi 
[Mat. vi, 11, 12. Psal. li, 17. oRom. 
15, IT, 18, 19,20,21, 25,24. Gal. r, IT 
sal. xix, 13, and xviii, 23, and li, 4« 
, 8. I Tim. i, 13, 15, 



D 



5uch is the provision which God hath mi 
{)U£;h Christ in the covenant of grace, 

preservation of believers unto salvatioAij 
t aithouirh there is no sin so smuU, but it 
vt's damnation ; r yet there is no ain togrei] 
t it sh.ill bring damnation on them who tiQ-l 
epent ; s which makes the constant preatli^l.. 

of rt-pentanre necess.irv. / 
' I Pet. i, 5. rRom. vi, 23, and v, 12. Mit^^^*^^ 

80. s Tsa. W. , 7, Rom. viii, 1. Iga^ i. 1( 
t Mark i, 15. Acts xx, 2K 
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CHAP. XVI.. 
0/ Go9d Works, 

OOD works are only such as God Iiatft 

commanded in his holy word, a and not 

:h as without the warrant thereof are devised 

men out of hlind zeal, or upon any pretence 

good intentions. A 

aMic.viy8. Rom. xiiyi2. Heb. xiii, 2J. I 
it. xvy 9. Isa.xxix, 13. Rom. x, 2. Job xvif 
I Sam. xV9 21> 22, 23. I Pet. ly 8* 

t II. 

 These good works done in obedience to God^a 
kmmandments, are the fruits and evidences 
It a true and lively faith, c and by thtm believ- 
rs manifest their thankfulness, c/ strengthen 
beir assurance, e edify their brethren/ adorn 
be profession of the gospel, g stop the mouths 
^ the adversaries, h and glorify God, i whose 
Workmanship they are created in Christ Jesus 
hereunto, k that having their fruit unto holi- 
less they may have the end eternal life. / 

c James iiy 18,22. <;^ Psal. cxvi, 12,13. I 
Vt. ii, 9- tf I John ii, 3, 5. II Pet. i, 5, 6, 7> 
i, 0, 10. / II Cor. ix, 2. Mat. v, 10. g Tit. 
I, 5, 9, 1 1, 12. I Tim. vi, l. /: I Pet. ii, 15. 

E2 
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i I Pet. ii, 12. Phil. i. 1 1. John xv, 8. kl 
ii^ 10. /Rom.Ti, 22« 

III. 

Their abilitj to do good works is not il 
themselves but wholly from the spirit of Cbl 
m And that they may be enabled thereanto^ 
sides the graces they have already receii 
there is required an actual influence of the fti 
holy Spirit to work in them to will and to d 
his good pleasure ; n yet are they not heresj 
to grow negligent, as if they were not botat 
perfornfany duty, unless upon a special t 
tion of the Spirit, but they ought to be dil^ 
in stirring up the grace bf God that ii 
them 

m John XV, 4, 6. Ezek. xxxvi, 26, 27, nP 
ii, 13, and iv, 13. II Cor. iii, 5. o Phil, ii, 
Heb. vi, II, 12. II Pet. i, 3, 5, 10, II. 
Ixiv, 7. Il1rim.i}6. Acts xxvi, 6, 7. Jade 
21. 

IV. 

They who in their obedience attain to 
greatest height which is possible in this 
are so far from being able to supererogate, 
to do more than God requires, as that they 
short of much, which in duty they are  Ix) 
to do. fi 

n Luke xvii, 10. Nch. xiii, 22. Job ix, 2 

Oal. V, I r. 
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V. 
[We cannot bf our best works merit pardon 
' s!n^ or eternal life at the hand of Ciod, by 
m of the great disproportion that is be* 
them, and the glory to' come ; and the in; 
ite distance that is between us and God) nhom 
^theidi we c«n neither profit nor satisfy for 
debt of our former sins ; ^ but when we 
dime all we can, we have done but our du- 
md are unprofitable servants ; r And be- 
ftuse as they are good, they proceed from his 
pmU 9 and as they are wrought by us, they 
1^ defiled and mixed with so much weakness 
ild imperfection) that they cannot endure the 
eierity of God's judgments, t 

q Rom. iiit 20, and iv, 2, 4, 6. Eph. ii, 8, 9. 
Rt iii« 5, 6, 7. Rom. vii*, 18. Psal* xvi, 2. Job 
a[ii9 33, and xxxv, 7, 8. r Luke xvii, 10. a 
2al T, ^2s 23. / isu. Ixiv, 6. Gal. v, 17. Rom* 
fii 15, 18. Psal. cxliii, 2, and cXJix, 3. 

VI. 

Yet notwithstanding the persons of believers 
icing accepted through Christ, their good 
iVQfks also are accepted in him, u not as though 
ttiey were in this life wholly unblameable and 
BSreproveable in God's sight, w but thai he 
^ing upon them in his son, is pleased to accept 
^nd reward that which is sincere, although ac- 
^m[/mied with many weaknesses and imper- 
fections. X 

f<£ph. I, 6. 1 Pet. ii, 5. Ercod. xxviiii S8* Geii* 
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iv. 4. Heb xiy 4. w Job ix, 20. Psal. cxlii, 
thii. iii, 12. x Heb. xiii, 20, 21. 11 Cor. 
12. Heb.vi, 10. Mat. xxv« 21,28. 

VII. 

Works done, by unregenerate mtn althc 
for the matter of them they may be thi 
t^hich God commands, and of good use 
to themselves and to others : y yet because 
proceed not from an heart purified by iaithi, 
nor are done in a right manner, according 
the word, a nor to a right end, the glory of < 
if they are therefore sinful, and cannot pi 
God, nor make a man meet to receive gi 
from God ; c yet their neglect of them is ni( 
sinful and displeasing to God. d 

y II Kind's x« 30, 31. I Kings xxi, 27, 29. 
Phil. I, 15, If), 18. z Gen. iv, 5. Heb. xi, 4,6i 
A I Cor. xiii, 3. Isa. i, 12. 6 Mat. vi, 2 5. 16« 
c Hao. ii, 14. Tit,i, IS. Amos v, 21, 22. Ho!*^ 
h iv. Rom.ix, 16. Tit. iii, 5. d Psal. xiv, 4, 
and xxxvi, 3. Job xxi, 14, 1 5. Mat. xxv, 41^ 
42^43,45. MaUxxiii,2S. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Qf the Peraever(ince qf the Saints. 

HEY whom God hath accepted in his be* 
loved) effectually called ind aanctifitd by 
Hpiriti can neither totally nor finally fait' 
||ray from a state of ^;race, but shall certainly 
grsevere therein to the end, and' be eternally 
^. a 

'cPhil. i, 6. IT Pet. i, 10. John, x, 28, 39. 
John, iii| ?. I Pet. i, 5, 9. 

II. 

This perseverance ot • he saints depends not 
pOD their own fre« will, but upon the immuta* 
■lily of the decree of flection, from the free 
ltd unchangeable love of dod the Father b up* 
h the efficacy of the merit and intercession of 
esus Christ, c ind union with him^cf the oath 
^fCod, f the abiding^ of his Spirit, and the seed 
»f God within them, / and the nature of the 
ovenant of j^race, g from -dl which aristth al- 
the certainty and inf Jlibility thereof, fi 

b li Tim. ii, 18, 19 Jer. xxxi. 33. c Heb. x, 
!0« I4,and xiii, 20. 21 .ndix, 12, 13, 14, 15. 
lom. viii. 33, to end. Juhn, xvii. 1 1, 24. Luke, 
:itii| S3. Heb. vii, 25. d John, xvii) 3 U t He^^ 
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lirewB, vi, 17, IB. Psal. Ixxxik, 3 S, 36. /Jol 
xiv, 16, 17. I John, ii, 27, itnd jh, 9. gi 
xxxii, 40. A Juhii, X, 20, U Tlies. iii, 3. I Jul 
)i, la. 

III. 

And though ihey may through the temp 
tion of Satan, utid of the world, the prcvKlii 
ofcorrtipiion remaining in Ihem, and theD 
lect of itie means of tlicir prtservution, IkU 
to gritvous sins, i anO for a lime cnntinueAhi 
in, A- whereby tlity incur God's displeum 
and grieve his holy Spirit, m come to have It 
{;races and comforts impaired, n ha»e ll 
hearts hardened, o and (heir consciences wo 
ded, ft hurt and scandalize others, 7 and br 
temporal judgments upon themselves, r 
they ire and shall be kept \>y the power of C 
through faith, un'n sMvation. * 

i Mat. xxvi, 70, 73, 7*. * Psal. )i, title, 1 
terse 14. nsa.lxiv,5, 7.9. II Sam. si, 
m Eph. iv 10. w I'sal. li, 8, 10, 12. Rev. ii, 
Cant. V, 2, 3. 4, 6. 7»a. luiii. 17. Mark, 
52, Hnd xH. 14. f^ Pan], xxxii. J, 4, and 11, 
yllSam. xii. 14. r Psal. luxsix. SI, 32. It 
xi, 30, 31, 32. «IPet. 1, 3. I Thes. 5, S3. 
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CHAP. XVHL 

Of (he AMurance of Grace and Satvationm 

LTHOUGH temporary believers, and 
other uniegeneratt nien may vainly de- 
five themselvts with false hopes and carnal 
jsumptions of being in the fjvour of God, and 
ate tif salvation, a which hope of theirs shall 
iah ; b yet such as truly believe in the Lord 
mS) and love him in sincerity, endeavouring 
Dwalk in all good conscience before him may 
this life be certainly assured that they are m 
itiite of grace, ( dnd may rejoice in the 
o^the glory of God, which hope shall ne- 
ir make thtm ashamed, d 
,. aJobi viii, l.*^, 14. Mic« iii, 11. Dcut. xxix, 
;^9. John, viii, 41. d MatJ \ii, 22, 23. c I John, 
plL3, andiii. 14,18, 10, 21,24, and v, 13. d 
i,Bom« V, 3, 5. 

This certainty is not a bare conjectural and 

piobable peisuabionif^rounded upcn a fallible 

iope ; e but an infallible assurance of faith* 

\ ftunded on the blood and righteousness ofChrist 

itvealed in the gospel.y* and also upon the in- 

[■ Vird evidences of those prrccs, unto whicli 

rpomises arc madc,^ and on U:e imn;cdi;ac 
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wknessof the Spirit, testifying ou 
and as the frufC thticof, leaving th< 
humble and holy, i 

e Heb. vi, I , 19. /Heb. x, 18 
iii. 22. ff II Ffci. 1, 4, 5, 10, II. 1 
and ill, U. 11 Cor. i, 12. /i Rom* 
4 Psal. li, 12, 17. 11 Cor. vii, K 

III. 

This infallible assurance doth nc 
totheesstnceof fuith, but that at 
nidy wwii lonj;^ i nd conflict with n 
lies before he be p;irtJ?Uer of it ; 
enabled by the Spirit to know the t 
are freely j>iven him of God, he r 
extraordinary revt lation, in the rig! 
dinr.ry means, attain thereunto. / 
fore it is the duty of every one, to 
p^ence to make their Cilling and elc 
th.it thereby his heart may be 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
thunkfiilntss to God, and in s 
cheerfulness in the duties of obi 
proper fruits of this assurance ; n 
from inclinin.G^ men to looseness. ( 

k I John, y, 13. Isa- 1. 10. Mut. 1 
Ixxxviii. per tot. and Ixxvii, 1, to i 
ii, 1, 2. I John, iv, 13. Heb. vi, 1 1 
iii, 17, 18, 19. ;;/ II Pit, ii, 10. 
2, 5, and xiv, 7, and xv, 5. Eph. i 
iv, 6, 7, and cxix, 32. o I John, ii 
i» 3, 4. I John, ii,, 1, 2. Rom. vi, l: 
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14. II Cor. vii, ]. Rom« viii, 1, i2. I Johnj 
,7. 

IV. 
Frue believers moy hi.ve the assiiPMice of 
dr s;tlvi\tion ciivtib vnys shukin, dinnnishtcli 
d inltnniitecl ; as by ncj;lii;ti"ce iiv pi t t-erv- 
(of it, by fdll'mi; into some specidl sin, \^hich 
Hindeth Hje conscienci-, ^ niigiievcihiheSpir- 
hy some sudden or vehtiueiU lenjptaiou, by 
Id's withdrawing iht lij^ht of his countenance, 
fferilij^ even such as ftar him lo walk in dark*- 
f^s, ai.d lo h.'xe *no lijjht ; /z yti aie they 
Ktber utterly dcsliiute oith t seed of God, 
W life of failh, that ln\e of Christ md the 
•trlhrtn thai sincerity of ihe heart and con- 
ience of duly, out of which. b> the operation 
• the Spirit, this ah<^^uri»nre niay in due time 
i rs-vived, q and by the which, in the mean 
ftie. th*^v art- siippor* d f oai utter despair, r 
^f Cant. V. 2, 3, 6. Psa. b'. 8, 12, 14. Eph. 
^. 30, 31 . Pta. Ixxvii. 1 to 10. Mat. xxvi, 69, 
6, 71, 72. Psa.xxxi,22, and Ixxxviii. pertot. 
Sa. li. 10. crijohn, 3, 9. Luke, xxii. 32. 
3h, 13, I5-xPtaU Ixxiii, 15,;indli. 8, I2.*Isa, 
;I6. r Mic. vii. 8, 9. .V.xxxii, 40. Isa. Iiv. 
|8, 9, 10. Psa. xxii. 1, and Ixxxviii. per tot. 
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. III. 
[Besides this law, commonly called moral, 
was pleased to give the people of Israel, as 
lurch under a^^e, ceremonial laws, conta in- 
several typical ordinances, partly of wor- 
>tng, prefiguring Christ, his gracen, actions, 
;ringa aud benefits^ d and partly holding 
divers instructions of moral duties, e All 
:h ceremonial laws b^ing appointed only to 
time of reformation, are' by Jesus Christi 
true Messiah and only Law-giver, who was 
lifthed with power from the Father for that 
[. aHroi?aicd, and taken awav.y* 
Heb. ix, and x. 1. Gal. i^. 1, 2, 3. CoU ii,. 
e I Cor. V. 7. II Cor- vi. 17. Jude, 23, 
»b.ii^. V\ 11.7am. iv. |2. Heb. vii. 12, 
ri. ii, 14, 19, 17. Dan. ix. 27. Eph. ii, IS, 




IV. 

To them also he gave sundry judicial laws, 

bich expired together with the state of that 

)ple, not obliging any now by virtue of that 

titntioR, their general equity only being stiU 

j;— moral nse-.e* 

Lf Exod. XXI. and xxii. 1 to 2Q. Gen. xlix. 

IR^ with I Pet. ii, H, 14, Mat. v. 17, with 38; 

BO. ICor.ix. 8,0, iO. 

V. 

The moral law doth forever bind all, as weO 
jttstifitd persons as others, to the obtdience 
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thereof ; h and ihat not only in 
ID alter cootaint-d in it, but aisoii 
authority of God the Cre .tor. \v 
Ntither doth Christ in the j^ospi 
goKf, hut n)U':h &trtnuih(Mi. »hi 
h Rom. xiii, 8, 9, 10. Eph. ^ 
John, ii, 3, 4, 7, 8. i James, ii. 1 
r« 17, 18| iU* iaineb, ii. 8. 

VI. 
Although true hchcvers he 
law as u covenant of works, to h 
tififid or condemntd ; / yet ir is 
thenO) as wtll us lO oihi.rs ; in tli 
life informing them of ihe will ol 
du^t :md diiects and binds the 
cnrdingly ; m discovering also tl 
tions of thvir nature, hearts and 
examining: themselves thtrthy, t 
to fun her conviction of, humili ui( 
trtd Mgainst sin o together with a ( 
tht need ihey have of Christ, and 
of hiH obedience, fi It is Iikt;wis 
regener-te, to restrain tht ir corn 
it forbids sin. q and the threjtcu 
to shew wh.a even thtir sins dcs 
afflictions in this life thty may 
them* vihhoiigh fieed from the 
threatened in thr hiw. r Fhe | 
Sn like m inner, shew them God 
of obedience, and ^vh 't biessinc:s 
pect upon tlie performance iher^ 
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as due to them by the law, as a covenant of 
trks, r so as a man's doing: good, and refrain- 
from evil, becnuse the law encourageth to 
one, and deterreth from the others, is no 
lence of his being under the law, and not 

Rom. vi. 14. Gal. ii. 16, and iii. 18* and 

4, 5. Acts, xiii. 39. Rom. viii. 1. m Ronu 

>i* 12, 22, 25. Psal. cxix. 4, 5, 6. I Cor. v\u 

I Gal; V. 14, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. « 

1. vii 7. and* iii. 20. o lames, i. 23, 24, 25* 

-m. vii. 9, 14, 24. f Gal. iii. 24. Rom. vii. 

i, 25, and viii. 8,4. 9 ^ames 2, 11. Psal. 

Ix, 101) 104, 128. rEzra, ix, 13, 14. Psa. 

cxix. 30, to 35. ; Le V. xxvi. 3 to 14, with 

Cor. 6, 16. Eph. vi. 2* 3. Psa. xxxvii. 1!. 

^at. ▼. 5. Psa* xix. 11. t Gal. ii. 1 6. Luke 

rii. 10. «Rom. vi. 12, 14. I Pet iii. 8, 9, 

O, II, 12, with 1 sa. xxxiv. 12, to 10. Heb. 

tiL 28, 29. 

I VII. 

ji* Neither are the forementioned uses of the 
iftw, contrary to the j;race of the g:ospe], but do 
•weatly comply with it, 70 the Spirit of Christ 
%!Bbduing und enabling the will of man to do 
^at freely and thetrfullv^ which the will of 
Cod rt^ve^il^d in. the ^''«' r«-«q»iired to b Hr*- x 
w Gal. iii. 21. x Ezek. xxxvi. 20> 27. Hek? 
ySL 10. Jer. xxxi. S3. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Of the GoB/iel, and of the extent ^ 

thereof. 
•-. 

THE covenant of works beinj 
&in, and nni ide unprofi* blc 
G cl was pleased to ^ive unio the 
mi^e of Chribit the seed of ihe wo 
TQe4nsuf calling ihem, and begttti 
faith and lepcntance. c in tins | 
gospel, as to tiie substance of it, v 
and was therein effect ual for the cc 
.aaiv'itionof Hiniiets d 

aKom. viii. 3. Gal. iii. \2. h 
Ga .iv. 4, 5. Rev. xiii. 3. c\ C 
36. James, i. 18. Rom. x. 8. Act 
i I Cor. ii^ 3. 



II. 

The promise of Christ, and ^ h 
is revealed only in and by the wo 
neither do the works of creution o 
with the light of nature, nr\ake 
Christ, or of grnce by him, so muc 
eral or obscure way ;/ much less t 
lilute of the reveKtion of him by 
or j<r>spel, should be en ^blcd thert 
s.avini?: fsiith or rt* p* nt nee. ff 

^Mftt. xi. *2T. n Tim. i. 10. 
50. Eph, ii, 12. Rom. xvi. 25, 2i 



A CONFESSTOV. OF F AITH, 



67 



Cor. i. 21. Ro;a. X 14,9 15. Prov.xxixy 18* 

III. 

'be Revelation of « he p^ospel unto sinnerSi 
f.-de at diver iiiiicbi and by sundiy p ^ns, widi 
■ddition r)f proinib;:^ and prcGc'pt-» far ihe 
krdicfice rcqinrtd hcrtin, as to the niilions 
p4.'r«tons to whom it is i^runtid, iJi mtixly 
Tihe sovereign will and ^ood pleasure of (vo(t A 
kt being annexed by virtue of any pro mi "^e to 
i« due improvement of men's nuti ral . biliticSf 
virtue of common litj^ht received %vithout it^ 
^htch none ever did mctke, or can so do. i And 
kercfore in all ages« the preaching of ihe gos- 
;1 hath been granted unto persons and nations, 
to the exient or straitening of it, in great 
Nriety, according to the counitel of the will of 

^ Heb. i. 1,2. Heat. vu. 7, d, Psa. cxlvii. 
% 20. Mat. xxii 43, and xi. 25, 26. t John, 

13, and ii'. 6. Romi ix. 16. Phil. ii. 13. 

fohn, XV. 5. T Cor. ii. 14. Rom. viii, 7. k A- 

losyiiih 2. Mat. xxviii. 19, and xxi. 43^ l^ph^ 

X\u 

IV. 
Although the gospel be the only o\itward 
lieansof rcvealiug Christ and saving grace,, 
tod is as huch, abundantly sufHcienr thertunto ; 
yet that men who :^re dead in trespasses, may 
JH? born again, qMickcne 1 '»r re;<i nerat-,(l, there 
* moreover necessary, an eflcctual, irrcaisliblct 
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work of the Holy Ghost upon the 
for ihe prociucing in thorn a Dew & 
vithout which na other tntttiis are : 
their conversion unto God. / 

/ Eph. ii. r 5. Tit. liL 5. John, 
Acts, yu 14. Eph. i, 19, 20. 1 ' 
John, iii. 6. GaL ii. 8* I Cor* iii. 6| 



CHAP. XXL 

Of ChrUtian Liberty^ and Liberty oj 

T'HE liberty which Christ hath 
for behevers under the Gosp 
in their freedom from the guilt of si 
demnin^r wrath of God, the rigour 9 
the law, a and m their beings delivere 
present ttil world, bondlage to Sata 
million of sin, b from the evil of affli 
i'eur and stin^ of death, the victory ol 
und everlasting damnation, c as als 
frte access to God, d and their yield 
cnce unto him, not out of slavish 1 
•>:hild-like Ic^ve and willing mind : e 
•were commoq »lso to believers undc 
ibrthe substance t3ifthem,/but unde 
testam^:nt, the liberty of christians is 
I ^rgied in their freedom from the yo 
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lonial law, the whole lejijal i»dministraMnn 
Ibc covenunt of ^rtJCr, lo whith the Jewish 
h was subjected, jr and in jjre^ter dcctsa 
ithe throne of^racc, A and in fuller coinDui- 
itions of the free spirit of God, than btlicv- 
iiiidcr the l.iW did ojdin;»fi>v^')artakt' of i 
Tit. ii, 14 I Thes. i, 10. G d iii. 13. b 
i|, i« 4. Col. i 1.3 Acts, xx^i i8. Horn, vi, 
c Rom. viii. ^8 Ps 1. cxi^ 71.1 Cor. xv. 
'4 o 57. li')nr). vi, I. ^ R mi v 1,2 f R"m. 
fci, 14. 15 IJ.hn, iv, 18. /G d iii. If?. 14. 
' <iiil. iv, \ to 7. and V, i. Acts, xv, 10. I U 
• Htrlv iv, 1 4, 16. nd X, 9, ioi22. z John, vii, 
tt, S\f, II Cor. xiii, IT, 8. 

' IT. 

g God alone is Lord of the conscience, i^ and 
fcath 1. fl it fre«* li >in »he doc»rin»s and com- 
andments of nrien, which are iii any thing 
urary to his word, or noi cont iiud \u v-;i 
ih .t to behi ve such doctrines, or to f bev 
toQcb roninridnds out of crtnscienc^, is to betr y 
jl.t»ie liberty of conscit net, m ctnd the nqMiring^ 
^lui in(i|>Iicit fiith, and an bsoliite -jnd blind 
iiht'dionce, is lo destroy liberty of cotibcience) 
Bnd rettson also, n 

^Jttnries, iv. 12. Ronri xiv, 4. / Acts, iv, 19, 
ahdv, 29 I Cor vii, 2J. M^U xxiii, 8 9 lO. 
llCor. i24 Mt. XV. 9. mColVu U) 22, 
^3, Ghl. i, 10, and ii«2. 4 5- and v, 1. n R >nn« 
X, II. and xiv 23. Is u viri. 20. \cts. xvii, <!* 
Joho, iV| 22. Rosea, v, 1 1« Jer. viii, 9. 
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III. 

They who upon pretence of Cht 
do practice inj sin« or cherish anf 
do thereby pervert the main dt 
grace of the gospel to iheir own 
80 • hey wholly destroy the end of 
erty, which is th it bein^^ delivered 
hands of our enemies, we might se 
without fertr, in holiness andMie^h 
fore him all the days of our bfv o 

o Gal. V, 13. I Pet. ii, 16. il Pet 
Ylii, 34. Luke, i* 74, 75* 



CHAP. XXIL 

Of Peiiffioua Worahi/i^ and of the 



1 



HE light of nature sheweth 
God« who hath lordship a 
ty over all, is just, good, and doth 
and IS therefore to be feared, lo' 
called upon, trusted in, and serve< 
hv. tft and all the soul, and with all 
But 'he 'cceptdhle way of vi^orshi| 
G'v:^, is instituted by himself, and 
his own ;evp'<»led will, that he ma 
Shippid -iccordinfr to the imagina 
vict» of men, or tlie suggestions o: 
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>4riMble representations, or any other way 

prescribed in the holy scripture, b 

Rom, i. 20. Acts, xvii, 24. Psal cxix, 64* 

:, 7l Psdl* xsxit 23. and xviii, 3. Rom. Xt 

^ Psal* Ixiiy 8. Jonh. xxiv, 14. Mark xii, 33. 

l€^ xii^ 32* Mat. xv, 9. Acts xvii. <25« Mit. 

>, 10. Dcut. iv, 15 to 20. Exod. xx, 4| 5* 

it, 33. 

II. 

Xelig;ioiit worship is to be ^iven to God the 
Ifther, Son, and holy Ghost, -^nd to him alone ; 
ptiot to Aog^ls, Saints, or any other creatures ; 
JBnd since the fall, not without a Mediator, nor 
p ih^e mediation of any other but of Christ 
lone, e 

, , c Mat. iv, to. John v, 23, and II Cor. xiii, 
d Col. ii, 18* Rev, xix, 10. Rom, i, 25. e 
>hn xiV) 6. 1 Tim. ii, 5. Eph. ii, 18. Col. iii| 

III. 

Prayer with thank<(g^ivin^, bein^r one special 

trt-of natural worship, /is by God required 

*,all men ; g but that it may be accepted it is 

be made in the name of the Son, h by the 

rip of the Spirit, t according^ to his will, k with 

^ lerstanding, reverence, humility, fervency, 

uthy lore, and perseverance : / and when with 

iVIhera in a known tongue^ m 

/Phil, iv, 6. ff Psal. Ixv, ii. h John xiv, 1 3, 
U. i Pet. ii, 5. i Rom. viii, 26. k T John v, 
«. / Psa!- xlvii, 7. Eccl. v, 1, 2. Heb- xii, 
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2v. (ier. xviii, '27. Jan\es v, 1 
INK I. V], 12. U, 15. Cul. IV, 2, 
I Coi. xiv, 14. 

IV, 
Prayer is to be made for Ihi 
for all sfu is of men living, ' o 
litrcaftei., o but oot ior the dei 
of whom it may bt known ihi 
ntd the sm unto deuth. g 

n I John V, 14. \ Tin> i 
20- 11 Sam. vii, 2c^. Hviih iv, 
xii. 21, 22, 23, with Luke: xvi, 
12, qi John V, 16. 

V. 
. The reading of the J>criptni 
ai^d.heaiinij; the- \^(;td of ( 
l^b^lms, u as also the ud minibl 
und the i^ord's Supptr ait all 
oiis worship of (iod, to t^- pt 
cnce unto Cod with undcrsta 
eience and Godly fear w sole 
\kith fasiing;s, x and th^nks^i 
occasions, y art in their sevti 
!M>na to be used in an holy an 
Qer.z 

1 A^ls XV, 21. Rev. i, 3. 
r J. m. i,2i 22. Acli .X, 33. ]\ 
]V, 2. lhi'«lxvi, «/ z^ Cf)l. iii, 
Jar. es\. 13. . w Mau xx\iii 
23 10 29. Atis ii, <ll. 4:2.. j 
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16. Mark is. 29. I Cor. vii 5. y Ps^U lvu 
tot iLsther ix, 3:« z Heb, xii, 2li. 

VI. 
kither prayrr« nor any other part of religiom 
Inl^, isnowuffdertht: gospel cither tied untOf 
^ade more Hcceptable by aj\y place in « hich 
h performed, ortaw«rds» wbtth it is directed^ 
but God is to be woifshippM every where, d 
I tpkit and in truth, c as in piivatt families d 
" ^7i ^ And in secret each one by himstlf / so 
re solemnly in thepublirk assemblies, v^birh 
not carelessly nor wilfully to be neglected or 
bBken, when God by his word or pruviUcucc 
Jeth thereunto, g 

• John, iv, 31. 6Mal. i, 11. I Tim, ii, 8. 
[I^hn, iv. 33, 34. dJtr. x, 25. Deut. vi, 6, 7. 
b,i, 5. 11 Sam. vi, 18 30. I Pet. iii, 7. Acts, 
,S. e Mat. vi, !!• /Mat. vi, 6. Eph. vi. 18. 
Ifti. Ivi, «. 7. Htb. X, 35. Prov. i, 20, 21, 24, 
4 vii], 54* Acts, xiii, 42. Luke, iv, 16. Acts, 
43. 

VII. 

Ai it is of the law of nature, that in gener^ 
a proportion of time, by God's appointment, 
Kt apart for the worship of God ; so b) his 
)rd in a (Msitive, moral and perpetual comr 
indment, binding all men in all ages, he hath 

trticularly appointed one day in seven fcr a 
bbath to be kept holy unto him, h w hich from 
W begUmiog q{ the worM to tii\^ \t^>\\T^V 

G 



■4 ^^ . . day «^ *•=' 

"^^T^- u\v.,»3. N'-'V 
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CHAP, xxni. 



Of Lavful Oataa and Voivs, 

• 

Ifiwfiil '>ath is a part of religious M'or'-liip, a 
wherein thtf ptrson sue rinj» in 'ii'tli. 
Kteousness and ji](l$;nrient solt^i niy ca Ittli 
lo witncsis what he ass« rtelh, or pronits- 
anrl to jud^e iiim according; lo the trulh or 
;hood «»f wha* he swti^itjth. h 
'« Di^ut. X 20. b Jer. iv, 2. Fx-^d. xx, 7. 
r. xix, 13. 11 Cor. i, 2J. H Chroiu vi, 22, 2.*^. 

II. 

'hen:ifne of God only is that by which men 
fht to ^wear, md therein it is t) be nst i vv)ih 
htvly fe^i and reverence : c ' Therefore to 

IP Viinly or rashly by that £>^lori«>ns and 
sadful nani« or to sweirat all by any oihrr 
is sinful and to be ablYorred : d yet us in 
itters of weight and moment an oth is w ir- 
ited bv the word of (iod under the n^^v tes- 
lent as well us under the old, r so a I •w!iil 
th being imposed by lawful authority in such 
Itters oiifacht to be t k r .f 
rDeut.vi, 13. ^ Exod xx, 7. Jer. v, T* 
t. V, 34. 35 3G. James. V, 12. <» Heb vi, 16. 
Co*, i, 23 Is., Ixv. 16 /I Kings, viii, SI. 
rh.xiii) 25. Ezra, x, 5. 
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lion of Christ, was the last day of t 
i^\{\ iVo.ii the result cciion of Christ w 
reel into the firsi d y of the vicek, t 
&nii)ttire is calUd the Lord's dd>, k an 
cuiiiinued to the end of the world iist 
liai) ^>ctbhaih, / the ohservmion of the 
of the week beinfj; abohshed. m 

h Lxod. XX, 8 to 1 1 Isa. Ivi, 2<, to 7 
ii, i, 3. i Cor. v'u ly 2. Act&t xx. T. 
lu. / b^xod. XX, b, 10, with Mat. v 
7H Col. ii, 16, 17. Heb. iv, », 10. 

VIII. 

This Scibhath is then kept holy unto 
when men .»fitr a due prepaiinjij of tli 
and ordering their common aft' iis bt 
do not only obstive an holy rest all 
fr<>!i) their own wot ks, words and i\^r 
bom tluir lordly employments and re 
n but also re t.Len up the whole tin 
piiiiick und piivate extrrists oi his 
itnd in tht duties of necessilv and mei 

n Exod. XX, 8, and xvi, v23« to 30, an 
to 18. Is.-. Ixiii, 13. Neh. xiii, 15, to! 
Iviii, 13. Milt, xii, 1, to U. 
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tbc like religious Cdrt;, and to be perform* 
Plih the I'ke f uthfuln. s . n 
^%Avn%n Ixxvi, 1 1. Jcr. xliv. 25, 26. Psal. 
1^ and IxT, I. Isa. xix« 21. Eccl. v, 4, 5, 6. 
B-lxii 8, and Ixvi, i3 14. 

f 

^ VL 

Ibpish monastical vows of perpetual single 
tnr-.ffsstd poverty, and regiilir obcdKncei 
te far from being^ dej^rees (if higher pcif.c- 
I th.it they tire superstitious and sinf A sn res 
bhich no rhriatian m y entangU- himself* o 
b^Mu. xx. 11,12. 1 Cor. vii, 2, 9. Eph. iV} 
MPt:t-i^)3- 1 Cor. vii, 23. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Of the Civil Magistrate. 

"^OD the supreme lord and king of all the, 
>f world, hath ordained civil magistrates to 
tnder him, over the people for his own glo- 
tnd the publick good ; and to this end hath 
Ned them with the power of the sword for 
k defence and encouragement of thtm that do 
Ml and for the punishment of evil doers : a 
[• Rom* ziii, 1, to 4. I P^t. ii, 13, 14. 
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II. 

It is lawful for chri Uuns to ac< 
cute ihc ( fiicc ol u iiiu|^]^irale 
thcrtufilo ; 6 in the manage nice 
they (iii^^hi crapt:cially to mdini<iin 
(Bind |jc<ice, ^ccotiini)^ tu tht whole 
each commonwealth i c ^o lor tl 
III y lawfully now u der iho ik 
IVj^cc ^•^r upon ju&t ^nd neccssar] 
6Prov»^«iii, »5, 16. Rum. xiti 
PiuU Ht 10, to 12. i Tim. n 3. 1 
4. U ^am* xxiii. 3. 1 Fet. u% 13. 
U. Rom. xiii, 4. Mat. viiii 9, lU 
S* Rev* xvii, 1^4) 16* 

« 

ni. 

They who upon pretence of ch 
stiali oppose any leiwiul power, o 
tXcrtise of iu resist the ordinanct 
foi their publitthm^ of such opmioi 
^ing of such practices as are cor 
light uf nature, or to the known | 
chrihti nuy, whethtr concerning i 
or conversation, or to the power < 
br such errnntous opinionb or pra 
ther 10 thyj^ own nature, or m th 
publishing or maintaining them ai 
to ihe extt rnal peace or order whic 
t*st. bhshtd in the church, ihty nr 
called to ^ n account, .ind prucieck 
the ctnsures of the church, and b; 
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MT the civil jn iij^istrate ; yet id tucli difTcrtiicea 
Uiiout the doctrines of the gospel, or ways of 
lli« worship of tiod as may Ocfal men ei^erci- 
a good conscience, munifesting it in their 
iversaiion, and .holding the ioundation, -or.d 
\}y observinf^ the ruics oi pe.ce «ud order, 
re is no w^rront for the magistrate loabridgCv 
in of their liberty^ 

IV. 

It is the duty of people to pray for maf^is* 
Brates, to honour their persons, to pay them tri* 
mkitt and other dues^ to ob<^y theilr lawful com* 
piandsf and to be subject to their authoi ity t«jr 
iDons^ience sake* Intidelity, or d (f rence in re- 
;ion, doth not make void the magistrates just 
ind legal authority, nor free the people from 
ir due ob^dienct? to him : from which eccle- 
istical persons are not exempted, much lesa 
ittth the Pope any power and jurisdiction over 
lem m their dominions) or 6vtr any of their 
le, and lei at of all to deprive them of 
ir dominions or lives if he shall judge 
m to be hereticks, or upon any other pre- 
;e whatsoever* 
I Tim^ ii, \2. 1 Pet. ii, 17. Roiia* xiii, 6, 7, and 
I. 5. Tit. iii, 1. I Pet. ii, IS, 14, 16. Rom. xiii| 
l« I Kingly ii, 35. Acts, xxv, 9, 10, 1 1. II PeU 
k,!, 10, 1 1. Jude, V, t, to U. II Thes. il| 4> 
Sey* xiii, 15| la, 17* 



r 
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vcn. xxxiv, U. Exod. xxxiv, 16. D«ut. vii^ 
. I Kings, xi. 4. Nch. xui, 3>, 26, 27* M^U 
I, 13. 11 Cur. vi, 14. 

IV- 
lage ouf^ht not to be withio the degreeflL 
mguinity or affinity foi bidden in the 
A nor Can such incestuous marriw.gts t:vt:r 
Uide Uwful by any law of nian or constn( 
parties, so as those persons may live to^eth^ 
'>s man and wif( • ? 

Lev. xviiu I Cor. v, U Amosiii, 7* i ]^ark« 
i$« Lav. xviii, 34 to 39. 



CHAP. XXVI, 
Of the Oiurch^ 

HF Catholick or Universal Church whicI^L 

is invisible, consists of the M^holi riun>bet 

the elect, that have been, are, or sh^ll be gu.« 

(Kd into one undc r Christ the head thereof, 

theSpousf, the Body, the fulness of hinQ, 

It ii<le'h all and in ii> a 

a Epb. i^ 10; 33, 33, and v, 33, 37, S3. Col. 
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II. 

The whole body of men thro 
world, professing the faith of the \ 
obedience u-ito (iod by Christ accc 
it, b not destmying their own prrfes 
errors everting the foundation, c or 
of C'lnversdtion, they d and their chiJ 
them ire, and may be called the vis 
lick Church of Christ,/ although a 
not intrusted with any officers to ml 
over the whole body, ff 

b \ Cor. i, 2. Col. li, 19. I Tim. 
d\{ Tim. ii, 19. Tit. i, 16. <r K 
Acts, it, 39. Ezf k. xvi, 20, 2 1. U i 
GiM. xvii,r. f\ Cor. xn, 12, 13. I 
10, 13. ,^ Eph. iv, 8, il) \Z, Rom. 
I Cor. xii, 28, 29, 30. 

HI. 

The purest rhnrrhes under heave 
• jccT b ith t'> mixture and error, h and 
so dei^enerated a« to become no cl 
Christ, but svna^og^ues of Sat m : i 
less Christ always hath had, and evei 
a vi iM'tf kingdom in this world, t< 
thereof of such ns believe in him, 
pr >fession of his name, k 

A I Cir. Kill, 1 1, Rev. 2d and 3d 
M it xiii. 24. to 3«, 42. i R-v. xxvii 
xi. is: to 23, k VI »t. xvi, 18. Psal 
and cii, 28. Mat. xxviii, 19,20. 
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IV. 

There is no other hcdd of the Church bu| 
Lord Jesus Christ, / nor can the Pope of 
^e in any sense be head thereof but is 
VntLchrist, th.it mun of sin, and son of per« 
m thalt exttlteth himselt m the Church a- 
tst Christ and all that is called God, whom 
l^ird shall destroy with the brightness of his 
ning. 171 

./CoU i, 18. £ph. i, 22. m Mat..j»Hi, 8, 9, 
11 Thes. li, 3, 4, 8, 9. Rev. xiii, 6* 

V. 
As the Lord in his care and love towards his 
urch hath in his infinite wise providence tx* 
d it with xrent varttty in all ages for the 
f them that love him, and his own glory : 
so . ccording to his promise, we txptct that in 
e latter days, Antichrist being des*royed,o the 
:w8 calltd,/^ and the adversaries of the king- 
of his dear son broken, g the churchts of 
rist being enlargtd and edified through a fre^ 
plentiful communication of light and grace* 
U enjoy in this ^orld a more quiet, peace ble 
glorious coiidition than they have enjoytd.r 
n Acts, vii, 1 to 5t, and xiv, 22, and Wiii, f, 
ith ix, 31. oil Thes. ii, 8, 9, 10. Rev. xviii, 
4, 21, and xvii, 16. // Horn, x, 1, and xi, 23, 
32. g Psalms, ex, 1, and ii, 9.^ r Isa. xi, 9* 
I, ii, 28, 29. Isa. ii, 2, 3, 4. Mic. iv, 3. Psal. 
xxvii, 2, to end. Daniel, vii, 27. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Of the Communion of SginUm 

ALL S lints that ore united to Jesoi G 
ihtir hea I by his spirit and faifh nhhit 
thtry are not made thert by one persdn ' 
him a huve fellowship in his g^acrsT' sufft/i 
death, wsurrection and glory : AandMink 
ted tonne another in love* they have conn 
ion in c jch others g^ifts and graces, e and 
oblik^i d to the performance of such dutieSi 
lick Jind privutt:» as do conduce to their mt 
good, br>th in the inward and outward m^ 
a C6L t, IB, 19. I Con viii, 6. Isa. zli^ 
Tim. vi, 15, 16. Psal. xlv 7, with Heb. ii 
6 1 John, i, *>• £ph. iii, 16, to 19. John* i 
Fnh. ii, 5, 6. Phil, iii, 10. Rom. vi, 5,6 
Tim. ii, 13. cKph. iv, 15, 16. I Cor. tl 
and iii, 3 1 , 32, 33. Cot. ii, 19. dl Thc-s. f 
U. Rom. i, 1 1, 12, 14. I John, iiiy 16, 17, 
Gal. vi, 10. 

XL 

- All Saints are bound to maintain an holy 
lowship and communion in the worship of ' 
and in performing such other spiritual ser 
as tend to their mutual edification, c as all 
relieving each other in outward things f 
ding to their several abitities and nectss 
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ch CO TiTiintori tViiiti^h expect illy to be es* 
ted by them for the relations sn which thilr 
id, whether in families or in churches yet m 
Icff nth opportunity^ is to I e extended uiL- 
Qthose whoinevtry place cuU upon the" 
le of the Lord Jc sus, g 
Heb. X, 24, 35. Acts II, 42, 46. Isa« li. 3. I 
.ii .^0. J Eph. vi. 2. 4. 5. 9, and v, 22^0264^ 
\m* V. 8. iwd\ vi, 10^ g Acts iif 44. 45; I 
b iii. 17. 11 Cor. viii vid i&cbitpiers. AcUh 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 
Of the Sacrament u 



\CR AMENTS are holy sigpnft and seals oF 

the co\«nant of ^race, a immediattly ins-' 

t^dbv Christ, 6 to lepreaent him and his 

ffits 3nd to confirm our inttrest in him, a 

solemnly to en$r»g:e us to the service of 

i:in Christ, '^ccordinn: to his Word, d 

Kom iv, II. Gen. xvii, 7^ 10. b Mat. xxviiit 

I Cor. XI, 23. rICor. X, 16, and xi, 25» 

d Rom. vi, 3, 4. I Cor. x, 16| 21. 

%ctehin every Sacrament SLJK^mVnsiX \^^- 

a 
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tion or Sacramental union between the % 
ind the thing signified ; whence it come 
pass that the names and effects of the one 
attributed to the other, e 

e Gen. xvii, 10. Mat. xxvi, 37, 28. Tit 



TIL 

The g^ace which is exhibited in or bf 
Sacraments rightly used, is not conferred i 
ny power in them, neither doth the efilicaq 
the sacrament depend upon the piety or ii 
tion of him that doth administer it, jTbut i 
the work of the Spirit, 5- and the word of 
titution, which contains together with a pre 
authorizing the use thereof, a promise of fa 
fit to worthy receivers, h 

/Rom. ii, 28, 29. I Pet. iii, 21, g Mat 
II. ICor.xii, 13. //Mat. xxvi, 27, 28, 
xxviii, 19, 20. 

IV. 

There be only two Sacraments ordained 
Christ our Lord in the gospel, that is to 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper ; neitbe 
which may be dispensed by any but by a 1 
ister of the word lawfully called, i 

i Mat. xxviii, 191 I Cor. xi, 20, 23, and V 
Heb. V, 4. 

. 

V. 

The Sacraments of the Old Testament ii 
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rd of the spiritual things thereby signified 
1 fcxhihited, were for substanoe the, saoM 
;h those of the new. k 
kl Cor. X, 1, 2,3,4. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

0/ BafitiBm. 

I APTISM is a Sacrament of the New Tes- 
i tament ordained by Jesus Christy a to be 
10 the party baptised a si^n and seal of the 
tenant of grace, b of his ingrafting into 
pist, c of regeneration, d of remission of 
u e aiid of his giving up unto God through 
us Christ to W4lk in newness of life /which 
inance is by Christ's own appointn»etit to be 
itinued in his Church untU the end of the 
id. ^ 

I Mat. xxviii, |6. b Rom. iv, 11, with Col. 
1,12. c Gal.'iii, 2^. Rom. vi, 5. cf Tit. 
5. e Mark i, 4. / Rom, vi, 3, 4. g Mat. 
ill, 19,20. 

# 
II. 
The outward element to be used in this ordi- 
ce is water, whfjrt" with the party is to be 
dxed in the name of the Father, and of Ih^ 
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Bn^^ and of the holy Gh')iiUb)^ a minisl 
llic .^o:»pcMd^iuUv Call. (1 (hcrcunt'>»A 

AMAUiiifii. John I, 33» Mat. xsvii 
SO. 

III. 

Dlppinf^ of the person into the water i 
neci s&diy^ but b.^piism is rightly admini 
by pouring or sprinkling water upon the 
son f 

f Hftb. ix, 10. 19, to 2:2. Act% ii» 4 
Xvi, 33* Mark vii, 4. 

Not only those that do actually profeM 
in, <ind obtdtence unto ChrMt, 4: but also I 
fmts of one or both believing parents «r 
bapttCv d and those only* / 

k iVfaik xvi, 15, 16. Acts viii, 37rM* 
icvn. 7 9 ^vith Gak lii, 9. 14, and C<»K i 
and \cts )i ^H 39 and Rom. iv, II, 1 j» 
^i;. 14 Mat. xxviii, I9» Mark S» 16 t 
Luke XTiii) i6* 

V. 

Althdngh St be a great sth to conte^ 
DegleCt this ordinance, rn yet grace and 
lion are not so ins^) r b y unn< xed to it« 
no person can be r^'generate or s^tved %i 
it ; n or that ail thtt are btptistd are im* 
.•dly re^ neii ted o 

jpi Luke toil 4U| irfiiik LxocU iv, 34| id) 
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D.iv, n. Acts X) 2,4,32, 31,45, 47, oActi 
13,23. 

VI. 

'he efficacy of B.^ptism is not tied to that 
nent of time wb rein it is -administered, fi 
notwithstv^ndm^^by the right use of this 
nance, the grace promised is not only o£^ 
dy but really t xhtb.ted and conferred by the 
r Ghost to such (\^hcther of age or infants) 
hat g'uce belongeth untOf according tu the 
(isel of God's own will in his appointed 

John iii, 5, 8. g Gal. iii, 27. Tit. iii, 5. 
I. V, 25, 26. Acts ii, 38, 41. 

VII. 
aptism is but oDce to be administered to a- 
»erson. r 
Titus iii, 5. 
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OUR Lord J«:8ii8 in the night wb 
w US betr tycd, nittt'icuied the Saci 
hJH bodv and blood called the Lord's 
to be observed in his Churches to th 
the world, for the perpetual renMiiQibn 
■hewing forth of the sacrifice of him« 
tSeath) the scdhng of uU benefit* the: 
true beliv vers, their spiritual nourishi 
growth in hiin, their furthur engagem 
to all duties which they owe unto hirn 
be a bond and pledge of their commu 
him and with each other* a 

a J Cor. XI, 23, 34, iS, 26, and x, U 
and xii, 13* 

ti. 

Tn this Sacrament Christ is not oflfc 
his Ftthen nor any real sacrifice m<*d< 
remission of sin of the quick or dead. 
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i H.b. ix, i2, 35, 26, 2a. c I Cor. xi, 24, 25| 
I*. Mut. xxvi, 26, 27. fif Heb. Vii, 23, 24, :;^f| 
ids, II, 12, 14, lb. 

ni. 

The Lord Jesuf hath in ihis ordinance ap^ 
linttrd biH mimstei ft to (in I 1 1 hb word of in* 
Kulion to the people, to pi^y and biesb th% 
leiiient& of breud «in^ ^int, and tbertb3r to set 
leon <«part from a common to un holy use, and 
» take Hnd brecik the bread, to take the cup, 
id (they c6mmuiucatin)jf also themselves) tm 
Nre both to the Communicants, d but to none 
bo are not then prescni in the congregation. / 
■e Mat. xxvi, 36,2^,38. M>rk xtv, 33, 33, 
ft. Liikt xxii, l9t2(H 1 Cor. xi, 3S, to 36. / 
cu zz, 7. I Cor. ki, 30. 

IV. 
Private Masses, or receiving the Sacrament 
f a Priest, or any other alone, ^ as likewise 
le denial of the cup to the people, h worship* 
ini^ the elements, the liftrng them up or caf- 
rinf^ them about for adoration, and reserving 
lero for any pretended religious use, are all 
mtrary to the nature of this sacrament, and 
I the institution of Christ, i 
^ 1 Cor. X, 6. h Mark ziv, 33* I Cor* i, 
S to 30. f Mat. XV, 9. 

V. 

The outward elements in tins Sacrament div* 
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corporally or camally* in, with* or un» 
rtad and wine, yet asrenliyi but spir- 
estrnt to the fdiith of believers in that 
:, as the t lements thtmaelvet are t» 
^%rd seises, o 
\ si, 38. I Cor* x, 16* 

vnu 

orant and un^^udly personn af ttiey ire 
)joy communion with Christ, so ate 
orthy of the Lord's table, and cannot 
te.n sin aj^^inst him whilst they re* 
1, partake fit these holy mysteries, >l 
nitted thereunto ;• 7 ye i, whosoever 
ive Unworthily, are guilty of the body 
1 of the Lord, eating and drinking 
to themselves, r 
'.xi, 27 28, 39. II Con v'u U, 15, 18^ 
,8, 7, 1 3. n Ihessr iii, 8| 114^ 1 81^ 
8» rlQot.sijar^i^ 
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CH\P. XXXI. 

Of the State of man after deaths and of tk 
ur'recfion of the detui. 

THE bodies of men after death rcto 
(Inst, and see corruption, o but their 
(vvhich neither dte nor sleep) h>vin^anin 
tal subsibtencef imm«.diately return to Go 
gave ihem, 6 ihe souls of the righteous 
then in:ide pe feet in holiness, ^re receive 
to the hi^;htrst heavens, where they behoh 
fjce of (iixl in light and glory, waiting ft 
full redemption of thfir bodies :r and the 
of the wicked are c«ist into hell, where th< 
main in torment, ^nd u»ter darkness res 
for the judvjmcnt of the great day : d b< 
thc:se two places of souls separated from 
bodies the scripture acknowledgeth none* 
a (iefu ili, 1. Acts xiii, 36. b Luke 
43, ' rcU xii, 7. c Hcb. xii, 23. II Cor. 
6,8. Phil, i, 23 Acts iii, 21. Kph. iv, IC 
Luke xvi, 23, 24. Acts i, 25. JudeV)6« I 
iii, 19. 

n. 

At the last day such as are found alive 
not die, bbt be chang;ed, e and all the dead 
be raised up with the selfsame bodies, and 
other, although with difierent qualities ' 
fihull be united agahi to their souls forevei 
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ss. iv, 17. 1 Cor. XV, 51, 52. /Job 
'. 1 Cor. XV, 42, 43, 44. 

III. 
Ties of the unjust shall by the power 
be raised to dishonour ; the bodies 
by his spirit unto honour, and be 
)rmab1e urUo his own glorious bodyfifr 
;xiv, IS. John v, 28s 29. ICor Xf, 
lii, 21. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

. Qf the last Judgment 

hath appointed a day virherein he will 
»e the world in righteousness by Je- 
, a to whom all power and judgment 
' the Father ; b in which d^y not only 
te angels shall be judged, c but like* 
'rsons that have livtd upon earth, 
ir before the tribunal of Christ to give 
t of their ihonghis. words .»nd deeds, 
:ive according to what they have done 
y, whether it be good or cvji. d 
:ui, 31. 6 John V, 22, 27. r I Cor» 
.'V, 6. II Pi;t.ii,4. £/llCor. V, 10» 
14. Rom. if, 16, and xiv, 10, 13. Mat» 
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II. 

The tM of God'8 appointing^ thi 
the manifestation of the tclory of h 
the eternul salvation of the elect, 
justice in the damnation of the rep 
fffe wicked ^nd disobedient ; for tht 
righteous go into everlasting life, 
that fulrfess of joy and glory) with 
Seward in the presence of the Lc 
wicked who know not God and oh 
gospel of Jesus Christ, shall bt cast 
torments, and be punished with eve 
truction from the presence of the 
frpm the glory of his power, e 

e Mat' XXV, 3 1 to end. Rom. ii, i 
S2. 23. Mat. XXV, 21. Actsiiii ISh. 
t to 10. 

III. 

As Christ would have us to be ce 
suaded that there shall be a judgmen 
ter all men from sin, and for the gr< 
lation of the godly in their adversit; 
he have that day unknown to mer 
nay shake off all carnal security, an 
watchful, because they know not at 
the Lord will come, and may be evi 
to say, come Lord Jesus come quick 

/IlPet. iii, 11, 14. II Cor. v, 
Thess. i. 5, 6, 7. Luke xxi, t7, 28 
93, 34, 25. g Mat. xxiv, 85, 42, 42 
tiiii 35^ 36| 37. Luke xii, 35, 36. R< 
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THE 

ads of Agreement, 

9 by the united Ministera^ formerly cot* 

SBrtERUN and CONGSSCjTJONJLm 
. AND ALSO, , 

RTICLES, 

THE ylDMIMSTRjlTIOJV OF 

[JRCH DISCIPLINE, 

?/v agreed upon^ and consented to^ 3y 
A and Mesftengera of the Churches in 
ny of Connecucuti, in JVew England^ 
mbit'd hy delegation at Saybrooky 
He/It ember 9th^ 1708. 

» Let us therefore, as many as h* 
be thus minded ; and if in any thing 
herwise minded) God shall reveal ev- 
into you. 

Endeavouring: to keep the unity of 
it in the bond of peace* 

I 

.ONDON, (CbN.) PRINTXD— lflO» 
RT, BE-PRINTED BT LoCKWOOD tSf 
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PREFACE, • 



'HERE is no Constitution on earth, hath 

tver been establishtd on such sure foun« 

nor so fully provided for its subsistence, 

le Church of God — // being built on the 

•ts and jifiostlea^ Jesua Christ himself being 

[fhie/ corner stone. Hence therefore it hath 

its holy hill, beheld the ruins of the great- 

IStates, and most flourishing Empires ; hay- 

continued in safety, free from the fatal ac- 

its oif time, and triumphed not only over 

rage of men, but also the repeated insults of 

gates of hell. And though it hath been of* 

straitened as to its extent, and lessened as 

number, yet hath remained firm on its 

basis : Yea, when most reduced, it hath 

rer made good that motto, Dejiressa Resur* 

and so it shall continue to the end of the 

Id* But to the shame of its offenders, the 

irch hath suffered most from the wounds, 

ich she hath received in the house of her 

ids, from those wolves that have come to 

in sheep's cloathing. Damnable errors and 

tftieshave arisen fiom within her, whereby 

hath sometimes been cast into horrible 
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ahadet of dirknessi as Rev, is. 3* Wkt 
boifontlfus flit wqm ofienedj the smoke wiec 
darkened the sun and air. Yet when thus ] 
ously blttckenedi a comeliness remained 
Oiherwhiles she is seen bleedinj^ witi 
wounds of sclusm and conteniioii« offensim 
huitfiil toher sacred head and memben 
the undivided heui rtjoiceth in an undi 
bociy. HUundefiUdiubuione, Cant vi. 9i 
she becomes dividedi she becomes defiled- 
hereby aho the miilual offices of the resp 
members of this undefiled onCf are intern 
to the prejudice of the whole. Whence 
low (i^reat disorders, as when the eye inl 
see for the hand, nor the head take care c 
feet, nor our union to Christ be acknowk 
a sufHcient bond to establish a relation bet 
members in particular, t. Cor. xii. 2f« ( 
Providence forever btars the upper h.mdin 
events, who suffers the corrupt minds of la 
run into errors and divisions, that the afi/i\ 
may be made manifest, I. Cor. xu 19. 
ill minded persons being: threatened with 
th )t are the rmthors or promoters of such i 
ces The Aiheiat endeavours f (nferthrosi 
whole cons f it uf ion o/relijB^on : The Deist tt 
away ail that part of it that firomiseth sinfiet 
safety from the wrath to come* and retain m 
than what ia enough to condemn him^ tmd tt 
Vfay all excuse for his disobedience, Rom. 
The church of Christ h jth also been a 
sufiferer from the inunoralities and diaoi 
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lose that are related to her, wbos^ 
tmerimea hazarded fke whole ivmftm 

Whose unseemly practises h.iv^ 
age to entn^ies to speak evil of tht 

and to question the truth of our 
, and the sinctrity of the professors 
lese nnusl be acknowledged to l)C 
nishfft, II Pet. ii. 13. The wisdnm 
ver, king and judge, who alone 
inal sovereignty of giving being 
y the foundations- of the church, 
ily is the legislative power thereiOi 
jch ^mple rights j nd privileges to 
ind <\ich excellent rules for its goT- 
iire inviting to strangers, iike a tity 
Mat. V, 14. And h^th lodged the 
wer in approved hands, that those 

church m?y be in peace, and her 
' find her terrible aa an army vnth 
that she might yield seasonable ed* 
lose that walk regularly within her 
; able to discharge hersHf of im- 
incorrigible offenders. Many of 
ioned mischiefs have to our sorrow 
:h\irches within this govemn-ent, 
es we have fallen under much de- 
upon, our difficulties have been of 
roublesome, for the heoling oar 
ore explicate assering the rules of 
sufficiently provided in the holy 
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Kt» r • ai c'lcurs or eacii couniy wicn messe 

. fe! th.:rir Churches to meet in council, ill 

' ".••'% should endeavour to a|2;ree in son 

5". ruUs conformable to the word of < 

method uf discipline to be practis 

• J* jjj r Churches. These several councils 1 
] j »|j j and drawn up some rules for Churc 
K Ji xnent did by their delegates mcctanc 
«!! f one General Assembly of the Churc 
yi colony at Say-Urooki Sept. ytli, \7\^ 
^ *\l after a full consent and agreement 

; \'t Confession of Faith assented unto b' 

* «« ;i : nod of Boston ; did, bt;ing studious i 
\* ; !,* > (he unity of the afiirit in the bmd of j 

jjt 4i I IV, 2. Agree that the heads of agn 

ij[;[|| sented to by the united brethren 

jj ir [ called Presbyterian and Congregatior 

Jj; ..[ t land» be observed by the Churches t 

Ij.'jl thiscolonVf which are herewith publ 

ig^;.|| after consideration of the sever \ drau 

conntv councils* did with a ChHstia 
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IB by their acts apuearsi, tar the 4;lter 

ioa of our pcu|ile. »e fijve undcrt ,ktO 

acceptitlilt: wc trusi unCii muny Itioiigh 

»c not the exct:|ilir>i)s of some, in Btib- 

acriptiircH Forc'inEirinaiion of the Heads 

cement, which wn have not leenadtltd 

ntoi The aforts id drtictei consist in 

;ik1&i 7%f "te holding f'trll' Ifif /lowrr of 

liar Ckurchfa in '.he management of OucU 

confirmed 6y tcrifiiurci anntTid. 

e other »eTii?B loftrfierve, firomo'e or re- 

tht peQte and edification oj the Chvrehc Mf 

team of a consaciiintm of the EUtern, and 

vheiyorofanauodation of £ldert i B-lIi 

:h we are aji^recd have countenance from 

scriptures and the propositiona in answer to 

second question i^ivtn by the Synod met at 

.ton 1662. In both which h inng res|i(.'ct 

,he divine precepts of fraterml union, and 

it principle universally ackiiowkd(t<^d. Q'l-id 

'gii omnet debet iraciari ai omnibun Tiie 

'iptures are added for the illustraiinn of thtt 

Mtance of the above mentifirted HrtitlfS, yet 

Ih du flpprthensinn thai there may be altera- 

ns made, and further condtscensions aerced 

oni which shall afiervrurds iippear necessary 

'the order and edific-itioD of our Church- 

As wc have laboured in this aff ir to approve 
rselves until Ood, so wt ;ire cheitrul «ilh 
mble pr:tyer fi^r hishkssinir to rttommend 
! Heads of A^rvement wiib the suba<.(iuunt 
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articles unto the acceptance and o 
our people, hoping till it please the 
forth further li^ht and truth in the 
troverbia) matters, ihi» method ma) 
meatfi of our hettcr unanimity and 
our Lord's work for the i^atherin^ 
of tht bod? of Christ, for which 
the concurring pmytrs of all that ft 






t Heads of Agreement ^ 

llEN rb:D TO BY THE UNI lED MIt& 
r, is I ERS FORMERLY CALLED 
PRE^ BY I KR I AN ^ CON^ 
GREGA I iONAU 



!• Of ChuTche% and Church Membir^k 

VE acknowledjj:© our Lord Jesus Chrlfll 
(o hdVf one Cutholicl^ Church or King* 
(I, comprehenr'mg nM that are united to hioiy 
ether in heaven or earth. And do coii£eiv(| 
whole multitude of vigibie believtrji, an4 
ir mfant seed, (commonly called the Cath* 
k visible Church) to belong^ing: to Chrjst'# 
ritual kingdom in this world. But for the 
ion of i Catholick visible Church here, as it 
lifies its h 'vinR: been collected into any forr 
i society, under a visible common bead oi| 
:h, whether one person sit^ly, or many coI«r 
ively, we, with the rest of Protestants* unan* 
►U'ilv disclaim it. Eph. i, 10, 32, and 44^^ 
V V, 27. I Cor. xii, 12, 13. Ocn. ITviij t* 
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II. We agree, that particv 
visible saints, who under Christ 
statedly joined together, for ord 
ion with one another in all thi 
Christ, are particular churches 
owned by each other, as institu 
Christ, though differing in <^; 
practice in' some lesser things. 
3. and i. 2^ and xii. 37. Rer* i» i 

IIL That none shall b6 adn 
bers, in order to communion ii 
ordinances of the gospel, but s 
are knowing and sound in they 
trine of the christian religion^ wit 
their lives ; and to a judgement i 
word of God, are persona of ' 
and honesty ; credibly professir 
jection to Jesus Christ, Pro. xi 
^2. 2 Tim. ii. 19. £zek. xliv. 
2 Cor. ix. 13. 

IV. A competent number i 
paints^ (as before described) do I 
pable subjects of stated commu 
sfiecuH ordinances^/ Christ upo 
declared consent and agreement 
ef therein according to gospel r 
declaration, different degrees 
sh til no ways hinder such chun 
l^g each other, as instituted chi 
xiv. 23. Acts XX. t* and ii. 41, 4 
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hough fiarochial bouncU, be not of divine 
■X for common edificutiooi the membera 
dcuiar church ought (as much as con- 
f mtif be) to live near one ailolhcr< 
V< li, 13, 13. Hcb. X. 25. 

That each fiarlicular church hsth right 
le their own officers ; and bein^ fumish- 

such aa are duly quali6ed and ordaitwd 
ng to the gospel rule, hath authority, 
hrist for exercUing government) and of 
g all the ordinances of worship within 

Acts, \\, 2. TituB, i, s, 6, 7. 1 Tim. iV) 
it. xviii, 17. 1 Cor. xi, 2. 

In the administr^don of church pow- 
:longa to the Pastors and other Elders 
' particular church, it atich there be to 
d govern, and lo the brotherhood to con- 
£ording to the rnle of the gospel. I 
vir. Hcb.iii, 17^ ICor-iv, I, tndv.^. 
. vi, e, 10. 

i That all professors as before d^scri- 
i: bound in duty, as thry have opportuni- 
lin themselves oAjixed memieri of some 
lar Church ; their thu» joining, bein)* 
their professed subjection to the gospel 
St, and an instituted meaosof their eatab* 
nt and edification ; whereby they are un- 
^ pastoral rare, and in case of scandalous 
naive walking, may he authoiitaUvely 
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aifmomsbf'd or cennntd fo» iheir rrcnve 
%iiUiii ali<n of the iruiii, and tht churrb | 
%n^ It. Acts, ii 47, and v. \x II Cc 
\3, Hcb. K, 24|85. i'lliesh, v, 13, 14. 

IX^ Thatu Vrufbie Pro/ftufOTn thusjoii 
a particular Church oug:ht to contmiii' Me 
with the Suid church ; and not fors ke :hc 
iltry, and ordinvrnccs tht re dispensed w 
an orderly set king a recommendation unu 
fher 1 hurch) wrhich ou{i;ht to be ^ive-n. 
the case of the person Lpparetitly i< qi'ir 
Awta li, 42t iicb« x, i5. Ronu xvi) I, u 



IT. 0/ the MnistTiu 

1 IT 7 E a^tce that the ministerial office 
VV stimttd by Jt aus Christ for the 
erin^, guiding, tdifyii'g: und goTerninj^c 
clinrrh ; and to contiriie to the end p 
\vi>rld« £i>h. iv, li, 12. Miit. xxviii^ 19, 

IT. They ivho are cnlltd to this office ( 
to l:e endued with Cfimpetent learning and 
is!(-rial gifts, us aHo %vith the prare of 
!>oiind in judgmtnr^not novices in the fait 
knoultdKc <>f thf Gospel : without scand 
bc'ly cfjnvirsatiop, .nd such as demote t 
stives to the work and service thtreol'% II 



.. xii, S. I Tim. iii, %, 2, *, 5, 6, 7. 
1 Tim. iv, i6. 

t Ardinariljr none shall b? ordained 
of this ministry, but such as are 
chosen thereunto bf a particular 
Gil, xiv, li. 

t in BO f^Bt and weighty a matter 
igand cfausing apaitor, we jiid^ it 
'eqiiisite, th4t every such churchy 
advise with the Pastors of neigh-' 
ngregationsi Pror. xi> 14, and xt. 



sfter such advice, the persons con- 
U being chosen by the brotherhood 
iculir church over which he is to be 
accepting, be duly ordained and set 
olBce over them ; wherein 'tis ordi- 
lite that the pastors of neighbouring 
u concur with the preaching Elder 
fauch there be. Acts, xiv,33, and 
iii, 33. I Tim. iv. u. 

\ whereas, such ordination only is in* 
luch as never before had been ordain- 
niaterial office ; if any judge, that ia 
the reirvrval of one formerly ordained, . 
tian, or pastoral charge, there ought 
solemn recommending him and his 
le grace and blessing of God, no 
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different lentiments or practice herein* tlu 
any occasion of contention, or breach of < 
m union among us. Phil.iii, 15. £ph.iT| 

V'lL It is expedient that they who coti 
the work of preaching ihe gospel, be not 
qualified for the communion of Siunta ; In 
bo, that except in cases extraordinary ^ thef 
proof of their gifts and fitness for the said i 
unto the Pastors of Churches of known abii 
to discern and judge of their qualificaUi 
that they may be sent forth with solemn i| 
bation and prayer ; which we judge nei 
that no doubt may remain concerning thd 
ing called unto the work ; and for piefei 
(as much as in us lieth) ignorant and laid 
irudcrs* I Tim. i, 22, and iii, 6* 



III. OfCcn8ure9m 

AS it cannot be avoided, but that in 
purest churches on earth, there 
sometimes offences and scandals arise by n 
of hypocrisy and prevailing corruption 
Christ hath made it the duty of every chur 
reform itself, by spiritual remedies, fippo 
by him, to be applied in all such caseif 
Admonition and Excommunication^ Mat 



sii, 1£. Tit. iii, 10. ICor. r. 6. 

dmonition, being the rebuking of fin of- 

member in order to conviction, is in 

Kirate offences to be performed accor- 

therulein Mut. xviii, 15, IS, l7,Bndin 

r publick offcnccB openly before the 

1, aa the honour of the pispel, and the 

of the Bcanddl ihall rtquire, and if cither 

Admonitions take place for the rtcovery 

faUen fierion, all further proceeding* in a 

if ceniure are thereon to cease, and satii- 

ntobedccUred according!)'. I Tim- i* 

tfat.x*iii, 13, 17. 

I. When all due meani are ased. according 
■e order of the gospel, for the restoring an 
iding and sCandulous Bratber, and he, not- 
latanding, remains impenitent, the censure 
£xcommu(iicatinn is to be proceeded unto ; 
Ernn the Pastor and other Elders' (if there 
nich^ are to lead and go before the Church ; 
I the brotherhood to give their consent tn a 
f of obedience unto Christ, and to the Eld- 
) as over them in the Lord. Mat. zviii. Is, 
ir. Tit. iii, 10. I Cor. t. I 'thei. v, 
H. 

IV. It may sometimes come to pass, tliat a 
>rch Member, not otherwise scandalous, majr 
^ wi'hiiram, itnd divide himself from the com- 
nionof the Church to irhicb he belongctb : 
Vfaich' case, when all due means for the re- 



\ 
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clucing him prove ineffectual, he bavii^ 
b> cut hiiiifitlf off fi-oin th it church's coi 
iun ; the church may ju*itl]r esteem anui 
itbcif dihch .rgecl of any i'urihtr inspecti 
him. H(.t>. X. 35. Kom. x\'u 17. U 



IV. Of Communion t(f CAurdlci 

WK jigree that particular CI 
ought not to walk so dislii 
hepui ..c frf'm tichoiher, as not to ha^ 
and Ltrnderntrss towards one another* . B 
P 'stors ought to h ive frequent meetii 
gtihcr, thai by mutu >1 advice, supporti < 
a^' mtnt und brotherly intercourse, the 
strcnvirthen tht hearts and hands of eacl 
ill ih' ways of ihc Lord* ActS| xv, 35) i 

II. That none of our particular cl 
t\\ \\ be Kubordinite tonne another, eac 
er. civ ltd uirh cqu^ility of power from 
Chtvi. And •hat none nf the said p^] 
ch*>i ( hes. tht'ir officer or officers* shall e 
fc» y fowr, or hrtve any superiority ow 
oihcr ihorrh or their officers. Rei 
Cant, viiiy 8. I Cor. xviy 19. Acts, xt. 
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3^' T&at known members of particulHr 
lies constituted as aforesaid, may have oc- 
ud communion with one another in the 
aUces of the gospcL viz. the Word^ Prayer^ 
Mien/«, Singing ofPatUmB^ dispensed accor- 
to the mind of Christ : unless th tt church 
wrhich they desire communion, hath any 
xcepiion a^inst them. Acts, xvlli, 27. 
zvit 1) 3* II Cor. iiiy 1. I Cor. xii, 13. 

• That we ought tiot to admit anyone to 
noieroberofour respective congregations, 
lath joined himself to another, without en- 
lors of Aiutual satisfaction of the cong^re^ 
k coRCemed. Heb. xiii, 1. I Cor. xiv, 40. 

That one chui^h ought not to blame the 
cdings of another, until it hath heard wliat 
Aorth charged, its Elders or mes8engers^ 
ay4n vindication of themselves, from any 
;t of irregular or injurious ppoceedtngs. 
vii, 1. Prov. xviii, 17. Deut. xiii| 14. 

. That we wee most willing and ready to 
m account of our church proceedings to 
other, when desired, for preventing or re- 
ig any offences that may arise among us. 
rise we shall be ready to give the Right 
of Fellowship, and walk together acoord- 
I the gospel rules of communion of church- 
[Pet.iii, 15. Kom. xiv, 19. Act8,xi,3,S, 
Josh. jK^ii, 13. 31, 30. Gal. ii, 9. Col. 
K 2 



%. 5. I Pet. iv, 10, 1 1. I CoTi S, 

15. Gdi. vi| 10. 



V. Of Dcacmu and BtUimg. 4 

WE agree, the oAce of a Deaci 
vine Bppointmenti and that i 
to their office to receivei lay ouu ai 
the Church'^ arock to its proper ut 
direction of the Pastor and brethren 
And vihereaB, divert are of ppinioRi 
is elso the office of Ruling Elders, 
not in word <«nd doctrine, and:oihei 
erwise ; we agree thut this dififereni 
breach among ua. Acts, vi, S, S, 6 
I Tim. ill 8 to 13. Rom* xxh 8. 11 
ITim. V, 17. PhiUiuy IS, 16. 



VI. Qfoetadwi^ Meeting of Mm 

WE algree that in order to cor 
in other weighty and<!Kffic 
is needful and according to the mind 
that Che Ministers of the several OX 



■dftdd flud advisfBd with about sucbmatttnk 

f , That such neetin|pi may consist o£snuiI» 
pr gwaterBuosbcrst aa.the antlor shaU^vo* 

I 

II. That particular churcbeSf their respecU 
jalders and oifinib«irs> ought to have a reve- 
tial regard to their judgment so ^iven, and 
{iittssent therefrom without appartnt grounds 
pa ihctt w«rdiof God* Acts, snri, 4\ 5« I Cof^r 
^3)|33. GaLi,8. IPct.IV. iU 

^'  ' - i 



\ 



tjf mtr Demeanour teteartU the GvHJkbh 
.... g^iroteB 



L7E do reckon- OQTselyes obliged continuallfr 
y, to pray for Godfs protection, guidance^ 
I blcttsing: upon tiia ndera act over us. L 
n. ii, 3. Psal* XX, 1 to 4, and Ixxii, 1. 

I. That we ought to yield unto them not on- 
lubjection in the Lord, but support, nrcord- 
to our station and abtiittes* Mat. xxii, 31* 
mrxiii, 5, 6. Neh. v, 18. 

Q. That if at any timcy it shall be their 
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« 

[A^asure to call together any namber oft 
require an account of our affairst and the 
of our congregaUona, we ahall moat rea^i 
preaaall dmilul regard to them hetok 
zlix, 83. II Cfamr, nix, 4, to I U BOm 
1. Tit. iui U 



VIII. 0/ a Omfndon tf IHM. 

AS to what appertains to aomndneaaoi 
ment in mattera of faith, we efetei 
sufficient that a church acknowledge the' 
tures to be the word of God, the peimct ai 
ly rule of fjith and practice, and own eitit 
doctrinal part of those commonly caDe 
Articles of the Church of Engl<tnd, or thi 
fession or Catechisms, shorter or Urger, 
piled by the Assembly at Weattninatcr, < 
Confession agreed on at the Savoy, to be i 
able to the said rule. II Tim. 1| 1 3. E| 
,5. Phil, ii, I, 3. 
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Qffmt Duiy mnd Dt/wrt$ntni uvmrdM4ht9^ 
ihat are not in Communion with ««• 

r TT T£ judge it our duty to bear a chri» 
w V tian rtspect to bll chrittianSf accord- 
to their several ranks and stations, that are 
of our persuttsion or communion. 1 Ptt* 
r. Rom. xii) 10. GaL vi, 3. £ph. it. 8« 
a* xiv. tota 

[• As for such as may be ignorant of the 
ici pies jol the Christian Rtligion* or of rt- 
a Ci^nversationy we sht^ll in our respective 
%8 as they give opportunity « endeavour to 
Uin to them the doctrine of life and aalva- 
ii and to our utmost persuade them to be 
mciled to God. II Tim. ii> 35. II Cor. y, 

• 
II That such who appear to have the easen- 
requisitesto Church>Communion, we shall 
ingly receive them in the Lord, not troub- 
them with disputes about lesser mattcia* 
D. xivy 1. 

As we assent to the forementioned Head^ 
ff JgTffmenu so we unanimously resolve^ 
aa the Lord shall enable ua to practise 
according tolbcnu 



/ 



^^**<^^w^(^e^ 



'^^^^"^^s^ 



' T^HaT the Pm 

*»«!. before thl. *=''"'«'«» in St* * 

Cop, „, «. p^ ^w.j in, jj^ 
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hat the particular pastors and . churches, 
I the respective counties in this govern- 
shall be one consociation (or more if they 
judge meet) for the end aforesaid. PsaK 
S, 4) 5, and cxxxiiij i. £ccL iv, 9 to 13* 
XT 1 2 J 6y 22 J 23. I Tim. iv, 14. I Cor. 



. That all cases of Scandal that fell out 
I the circuit of any of the aforesaid con« 
ions shall be brought to a council of 
Iders, and also mt ssengers of the church- 
hin the said circuit, i. e. the churches of 
msociution, if they see cause to send 
mgers, when there shall be need of a 
li for the determination of them. Ill 
), 10. I Cor. xvi, I, Gal. vi, 1,2. II Cor. 
I Acts XV, 22. II Cor. viii, 23. 

That according to the common practice 
* churches, nothing shall be deemed an 
judgment of any council, which hath not 
ijor part of the Elders present concurringt 
tch a number of the messengers present 
ikes the majority of the council : Provi- 
at if any such church shall not see cause 
I any messengers to the council, or the per- 
tiosen by them shall not attend ; neither 
se shall be any obstruction to the pro* 
gs of the council, or invalidate any of 
etc* Acts XV| 23. I Cor. xiv. 32, 53. 
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V* That mhen ttny caie is ordcrif bi 
before any council of the churches k riuJ 
be heard and determined which {unless « 
removed from thence) shall be  final isi 
all parties therein concerned shall sh don 
be determined thereby, . And the coaa 
hearing9 and giving the result or final ii 
the said case as aforesaid, shall see their 
lAination, or judgment duly executed and 
ded in such way or manner* as shall ii 
judgment be most suitable andagreeabis 
word of God. Actt xv. I Cor. v, 5* II 4 
6, 1 1, and xiiii S. Phil, iii, 15« Rom-xif 

VI. Th<^t, if any Pastor and chard 
obstinately refuse a due attendance and i 
mity to the determination of the counc 
hath the cognisance of the case, and det 
eth it as ahove, after due patience uaed 
shall be reputed guilty of scandalous coi 
and dealt with as the rule of God's word i 
case doth provide, and the sentence of na 
Bsunion shall be declared against such 
and church. And the churches are to a 
of the said sentence, by withdrawing fn 
communion of the Pastor and church wl 
refusethtobe healed. Rom* xvi, \7» 
xviii, 15, 16, 17, by proportion* Gal. ii 
U. II Thcss. ill, 6, 14. 

VII. That in case any difficulties shi 
in any of the churches in this colony, 



\ 
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It be iuucd without considerable disqtiiet, 
:hurch in which Ihep srise (or thut niinis- 
ir member eg^i'ievi^il by ihem,) &hutl applf 
■elvei to the councilor tiie consociatcd rhiir- 
of the circuir, to ohich the stiid chuich 
gs, who, if they see cause, shall thereu|>ua 
:ne, hear and deterpiine sijch ciisti> of 
dltj, unless ihc matter brought before 
, shiill be judged so ^reat in the nature of 
K doubtful in the issue, or of such gen- 
»Micern, thut the said council shjil judf^e 
hat it be referred to a fuller council, con- 
g of the churches of tlie other coDbocia' 
sithin the same county, (or of the next ud- 
ig consociation of another county, if there 
rt two consociut ions in the county where 
ilRculty ariseth} who together with tbem- 
t shall hear, judge, determine and finally 
such case according to the word of God. 
xi, I if 1 Cur. xiv, US, and xiv, 24 by pro- 



IT. Tbat a particular churchi in which 
jffiuilty doth urise, may. if they see cause, 
ronncil of the consociiittd churches of 
ir<Tuit,ia which the said church belongs, 
c iliEV proceed lo sentence therein, but 
in not the aume lilicrty to an offending 
er to call the suid council, hefhre the 
:li to which he belongs proceed to excom* 
cation in the said case, unless with the con- 

I.. 
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sent of the church. Acts xv, 2. Mat : 
16, 17. 

IX. That all the churcbea of the 
ive consociations shall chuse, if they m 
one or two members of each churchy t 
sent them in the councils of the said c 
as occasion may call for themy who sbi 
in that capacity, till new be chosen for 1 
service, unless any church shall incline 
their messengers anew, upon the conTi 
such councils. Acts xv, 2, 4. II Cor 

X. That the minister or ministen 
county towns, and where there are n< 
ters in such towns the two next ministe 
said town, shall as soon as conveniently 
api)oint a time and place, for the meetii 
Elders and messengers of the churche 
said county^ in order to their formin 
selves into one or more consociations ai 
the Said time and place to the Elders a 
chcs of that county, who shall atteni 
same, the Elders in their own persi 
the churches by their messengers, if t 
cause to send ihem. Which Elders i 
scngers so assembled in council, as \ 
other council hereby allowed of, shall hi 
er to adjourn themselves as need shall 
the space of one year, after the begii 
first session of the said council, and no 
And that minister who was chosen at 



^ 



[ 123 ] 

ion of any council, to be moderator, shall 
. the advice and consent of two more Elders 
in case of the moderators death, any two 
en of the same consociation) call another 
idl within the circuit, when they shall judge 
e ia need thereof. And all councils may 
Icribe rules as occasion may require, and 
Moever they shall judge needful within their 
iiit, for the well performing, and orderly 
iaging their sereral Acts, to be attended 
them or matters that come under their cog- 
ince. Phil, iv, 8. I Cor. xiv, 40. Phil, iii, 
16. Rom) xivy 3, 3. 

D. That if any person or persons orderly 
Bplained of to a council, or that are witneb- 
to such complaints, (having regular jQoti- 
tion to appear) shall refuse or neglect so to 
ia the place, and at the time specified in the 
ning given, except they or he give some 
ifying rea^n thereofto the said council) 
f shall be judged guilty of scandalous con- 
pt. Col. ii, 5. Heb. xiii, 17. I Thess. v. 



II. That the teaching Elders of each coun-* 
ball be one associaticm (or more if they see 
le) which association or associations shall 
mble twice a year at least, at such time and 
e as they shaU appoint, to consult the du- 
of their office, and the common interest of 
DhurcheS) who shall consider and resolve 
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Questions and cases of import^mce whic 
be ofT.red by «ny amonp^ themselves, oi 
whn also shall have power of examin 
recommending the candidates of the i 
to the work thereof. Psil. cxxxiii, U 
XX, 17. 28 to 32. Mdl, ii, /. Mat. v, 14* 
xvii, 8, 9, 10 I Tim. r, S2. II Tim. ii, 
Tim. iii, 6, 10. Runux, 15. I Tim.ivs 

XI IT. That the »aid associated paste 
take notice of any amotig themselves, tl 
be accused of scandiK or heresy unto, 1 
nisible by them, examine the matter Ci 
and if thry find just occasion shall dire( 
calling of the council, whei*e such o 
sh ill be duly proceeded ag^ainst. Lev. ; 
I Cor. V, 6. Tit. iii, 10, 1 U Isa.lii, 1 1. 
S. Tit. i, 6 to 9. Deut. xiii, U. Ill Jol 
Rev. ii, U, 15. I Tim. i, 20, and iv, 14 

XIV. That the said associated pastors 
so be consulted by bereaved churches, b( 
to their association and recommend to su 
ches, such persons as may be fit to be ca 
settled in the work of the gospel ministr 
them. And if such bereaved thurch 
not seasonably call and settle a ministe 
th«m, the said associated pastors shMl 
state of such bereaved churches before 
neral Assembly of this colony, that th 
take Such order concerning them, as 
found necessary for their peace and edi 
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Cor. xl, S8. Phil. ii» 19, 20, 3 1. II Tim. S, 
Tit. i» 6 to 10. Isa. zlix, 23. 

>XV« That it be recommended as expedientf 
; all the asaociatioiis of this colony do meet 
general association by their respective del- 
IS) one or more out of each association 
a year, the first meeting to be at Hartford 
^ the time of the general election next 
HmiDg the date hereof, and so annually in all 
ooanties successively, at such time and 
as they the said delegates shall in their 
meetings appoint. Ueb. xiii, i . 
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APPENDIX. 



ntB/aBowinf extract fivm the Rev. Dr. TVww- 
hi^t Himory of Ciatneelieut will afford miit- 

Jmctery information concerning the weihod in 

 which the Confetsim of Fai'h, hlft, woe in'ro- 
dueed and etiaUithed in the Churcke* ^ Chriat 

' fa ihie State, 



^ A T a meeting of the tnisteeSi st Guilfortl, 
XTL M«rch l7Lh. 1703, they wrote a circular 
Inier to the ministers, prnposin^ " to have a 
^feneral synod of all the churchrs in the colony 
jjof Connecticut, to i;ive their joint content to 
^Ibe confesuon of fjith, after the example of 
f&e synod in Boston, in 16Sn." As this pro- 
Mil was universally accepMble, the churches 
Mminiiters of the several counties met in a 
Inisocialed council, and ^avc their assent to 
Prf Westminster and Savoy confessions of fnith. 
ft Kcms, that ihejr alsn drevr up certuin rules 
>f «fcclesiasticnl union in discipline, asprepar- 
■•oiT to a ^nerul synodi vi\i\c\\ \.\vtT 'R»&^i&. 
* Ooatetaphtion. 



[ 128 ] 

The Caml)ridge platform^ which, far 
sixty years, had been the general plan of 
phne and church fellowship in New- 
made no provision for the general meetiai 
ministers, or for their union in associatuwi 
consociations, yet, at an early period, they 
a general meeting, both in Connecticut 
Massachusetts, and began to form into 
ations. Their annual meetings were it 
times of the general election at Boston 
Hartford. At this time^ they had handsome 
tertainments made for them at the publick 
pense. In these general meetings, they 
into consultations respecting the genefiil 
fare of the churches, the supplying them 
ministers, providing for their stated enjoy 
of divine ordinances, and the presecvatioo 
their peace and order. The general inte!ti|] 
of literature were, consulted and advice giiti 
in cases in which it was requisite* SometioS 
measures were adopted to assist the poor aifl 
afflicted, in particular instances of distnib 
The affair of civilizing and chHstianizing # 
Indians came under their serious deliben^ 
ons. Sometimes they consulted measures, alii 
gave general directions respecting candidiMI 
for the ministry, and the orderly mannerV 
introducing them into the churches* 

The ministers of particular neighbourhio<h 
in various parts of the country, held frcq'iei^ 
meetings, for their mutual as^istaiicci and 40 



L 
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net and advise the churcbea ini people aa 
Utufltances required. This pditiculiirljr waa 
practice in Connecticut. 
'ait. venerable Mr. Hooker was a great 
id to the meetiog and coniociation of min- 
ra and churches, as a grand mean of pro- 
ving puntf, union, and brotherly hfTcction^ 
Si^ the ministers and churches. Duiing 
fc the minigters) in the vicinity of Hart- 
I, had frequent meetinga at his house. A- 
t a week bi:fure his death, he obHervcd, with 
at earnestness, " We must agrte upon con- 
tnt meetinip of ministers, und settle ths 
ntsociation of churches, or else we are un- 
>ne." ijoon after his deccdsc, ministers, in 
iousptrts uf Ncw-EngUnd. and especially 
Connecticut, began to establish constant 
stings, or associations, in particuhr vicini- 
, and agreed on the buuness to be done, 
the manner in which theoHrould proceed. 
'het did not however ^Tadopt the sdmo 
]e. Sume of the meetings, or associations, 
ed and prayed, and discussed questions of 
ortance for mutual instruction and cdifica* 
. A mnderitor was chosen to conduct the 
ineas ol the meetings with order and ile- 
cy, to receive all cammuniciitions which 
;ht be made from the churches, or other 
ilar meetings, and to call the associsited 
ihren together on particular emergencies. 
!Be meetinga were klwafs opened and coa- 
led with prajTcr. 
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Some ol' the associations were very fb 
and particular in covenanting together, ii 
in^; the business which should be trans 
by them. Thty covenanted to submit U 
counsels, reproofs, and censures of the an 
ted brotherhood ; and that they would ntf 
sake the association, nor neglect the appo 
meetings, without sufficient reasons. The 
gaged, that in tlie meetings they would di 
questions immediately respecting ihems 
and their conduct : That they would heal 
consider all cases proposed to them 
neighbouring churches or individuals ; an 
letters directed to them from particular chi 
es or persons ; and discuss any question) v 
h \d been proposed at a preceding mee 
In some of these associations^ it was agre 
meet statedly once in six weeks or two moo 
As the design was for their own mutua 
provement and the advancement of chris 
ty in general, vre associations attended f 
ture in the parishes in which they coDveni 
the instruction and cdiBcation of the peopl 
Connecticut, after the resolution of the ai 
bly, in IC80, the ministers had coimty i 
ings every week. 

But these associations and meetings 
merely voluntary, countcnaFiCcd by no c( 
astical constitution, attended only by sucli 
isters, in one place and anotlicr, as were v 

• Magnalia B. V, p. 5»r 
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ate, and could bind none but them- 
The chun;hes might advise with them 
ose it, or neglect it at pleasure. There 
sgular way of introducing candidates 
nproveroent of the churches, by the 
lonsent either of themselves or the 
When^hey had finished iheir collegi- 
8, if they imagined themselves quali- 
zoxM find some fiiendly gentleman in 
try to introduce them, they began to 
ithout an examination or recommend- 
(1 any body of ministers or churches, 
udied a time vriih any particular min« 
ministers, after they had received the 
>f college, that minister, or those min- 
roduced them into the pulpit at plea- 
lout the general consent and approba- 
eir brethren. Many judgec) this to be 
a practice, in a matter of such im- 
nportance to the divine honour, the 
n of the ministry, :md the peace and 
n of the churches. Dejijrees at college 
emed no sufficient evidence of men's 
lowledge of theology, or ministerial 
qualifications. 

Ks, it was p^tnerally conceded, that the 
the churcl.es was lamentable, with re- 
:heir central order, ij;overnment, and 
• That for the want of a more general 
i;etick government, many churches ran 
iision ; that conncils were not sufBci- 
itvc the Of !.;vicved and restore peace.. 
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As there was no general rule for the caffii 
councils^ council was called against council 
opposite results were given upon the i 
cases> to the reproach of councils aod 
wounding of religion. Aggrieved churche 
brethren were discouraged, as in this way 
case seemed to be without lemedy. 1 
was no such thing* in this way, as brii 
their difficulties to a final issue** 

For the relieving of these inconvenie 
there were many, in the New-England chi 
es, not only among the clergy but other 
tiemen of principle, characteis who earn 
wished fur a nearer union among the chun 
A great majority of the legislature and d 
in Connecticut were for the association of 
isters and the consociation of churches^ 
synod, in 1662, had given their opinion fill 
favour of the consocii;tion of churches* 
heads of agreement drawn up and assenti 
by the united ministers, in England, c 
presbyteritn and congregationul, in 1692} 
made their appearance on this side of thi 
lantic ; and, in general, were highly appn 
The VII. article of agreement, under the 
of the ministry makes express provision fb 
regular introduction of candidates for the 
istry. The united brethren say, *< It is c 
dient, that ^' they who enter on the woi 

* Wise's vindication, p 165— Boston ed 
1772. 
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clititg the gospel, be not only <]akllfied 
:he communion of Biintii ; but ilioi thjt 
pt in caiei extnordinaryi they give proof 
•etr gifts end fitness for the Mid worki - 

,thc paston of the churchei of known 
ties lodiKcm and judge of tbeir qualifi- 
ns ; that they may be Kot forth with 
»n approbition and pnyer ; which we • 
« needful, that no doubt may remain 
eming iheir being ciiled unto the work t  
for prevetilingt aa much as in ua lieih, - 
raot and rath intruders " In these arti- 

it is alao agreed, that in so great and 
bty a matter as the calling and choosing 
itor. ne judge it ordinarily requisite, ihdt - 
r inch church consult and advise with the ' 
irs of (he neighbouring congregations, 
his state of the churches, the legislature 

an act, at their sesiton iu May 1 708. re- 
; the ministers and churches to meet - 
cm an ecclesiastical constitution> The 
lenaions and wishes of the aaiembly will, 
seat mannner. be dikcavered by their own 
hich is in the words following. 
lis aisembly from their own obserratianf 
he complaint of many others, being made 
ble of the defects of the discipline of the 
cbes of this government,, ariaing from 
vant of a more e^iplicit asserting of the 
given for that end in the holy scriptures ; 

which would arise a pentnnent estsb- 
lent among oursehes, a good and regular 
M 



" ment shall meet together, at thtri 
*' county towns, with such messeni 
"churches, to which they beionj 
" cause to send wiih them, on the I 
" in June next ; there to considci 
*' upon those methods uid rules fb 
" ifi^ment of ecclesiiisticsl dhciplin 
" them shall be jiidf;ed ti^reeable ai 
" able to the word of God, and i 
" same meeting appoint two or mo 
" number to be their delegates, wl 
" meet together at Saybrook, at th 
" menrement to be held there i whe 
" compare the results of the mini 
** several counties, and out oF and 
" to draw a form of eccleHastical 
" which, by two or more persona c 
" them, shall be offered to thia co 
" session, at New-Haven, i» Octub 
*' be considered of and confirmed bjr 
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md churchesof the iCTcra] counties co» 
at the time appointed, and made Iheir 

live draughts for discipline, and cboae 

lelegates for the general meeting at Saj- 

in September. 

I ministers and meoengcTs chosen fiir 

uncil and its result will appear from their 

•*• 

m meeting of delegates from the councils 
several counties of Connecticut cohmjr, 

v-Cnglund in America, at Saybrook ScpU 

rot. 

PRESENT, 
mm the council in Harifnrd county. 
! Rev. Messrs. Timo'/iy JVoodbridge, Aba- 
•wtU, Slefihrn Mix. 
isengtr— /bAn ffaynet. E»q'iire. 
rom the council in Faiifield county. 
Rev. Messrs. Charle* Chauncnf, Johp 
port. 

isenitei^— Deacnn Satmiti ffnil. 
mthe council in Nen-Londnn county, 
e Rev. Mcssrit. Jami-a Myrs. Thomot 
Igbam. Moan Auyr*, John Wufidward, 
laengers — Robert Chapman, Deacon Wit- 
'arker. 

im ifae council of New-Haven county. 
: Rev. Messrs. Hamul Andrev, Janes 
ml, _Saimifl Sumielt 

HE Rev. James Noyesand Thomas Buck- 
n being choaen modcrston. The ite?.. 
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Stephen Mix and John Woodward beiag cm 
len scribes* j 

*< In compliance with an order of thefM 
al assembly, May 13th» 1708, after 110111^4 
dressts to the throne of nrace for ih^ §m 
presence, aaustance, and bleaaiiiR Vfci^m 
having our eyes upon the word of Goa, mM 
constitution of our churches, Wk BSfKjII 
the confession of faith owned and MStuUiM 
to by the elders and measenf^ra assriMil 
Boston, in New*£ngland, May IStb, 1^^ 
ing the second session of that synod, betaMl 
mended to the honourable general asscffliUM 
this colony, at the next session, for their priM 
testimony thereunto, as the Faitb of thectaf 
ches of this colony."* 



At a general court holded at New-&M 
October ToS. 

^^ Ths. reverend ministers, delegates fii 
'^ the elders and messengers of this govcl 
" ment, met at Saybrook September 9th ITI 
'^ having presented tothis assembly a Confcfli 
<< of Faith, and Heads of Agreement, and n 
^ ulations in the administration of church i 
*^ cipline, as unanimously agreed and conici 
^ ed to by the elders and churches in this gi 
^ emment ; this assembly doth declare tJh 
** great approbation of such an happy agr 

^This was the Savoy confession with m 
small alterations. 
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^oentf and do ordain, that all the churchsa 
hrithin this governmenti that art} or shall be» 
Itlius united in doctrine, worship, and disci- 
iJlline be, and for the ibture shall be owned 
acknowledged estiFblised by law ; pro* 
»vided tolways, that nothing herein shall 
intended or construed to hinder or prevent 
society or church, that is or shali be al- 
lowed by the laws of thia government, who 
f soberly differ or dissent from the united 
^ahurches hereby established, from exercising 
^gjrorship and discipline, in their own wayi ac* 
ipording to their consciences. '* 
» ** A true copy, Ttst. 

ELEAZAR K1MB£RLY> Secretary^: 
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CONSTITUTION, 

OF THE CONNECTICUT BflSSKUTi 

SOCIETY. 



iTneorfiormfed in October, iUOiJl 

Article I. T^p r'^'^v^'Jis* isz 

X the name of 2%e Am$$k 
Society of Conneeticut, 

Art. 3. The General Association d 
^tate of Connecticut, shall be the said AGs 
ary Society. 

Art. 3 The general association shall an 
ly by ballot, i^ppoint twelve trustees, wh 
six shall be clergymen, and six shall be b 
ren of the churches, who shall conduct th 
siness of the society in the manner hen 
described. ^ 

Art. 4. The object of this society sba 
to christianize the heathen in ^/orth Am 
and to support and promote christian ki 
edge in the new settlements within the U 
States, and both shall be pursued as cir 
stances shaU po\nlow\.> wi^^s>3b«, Voi'ixm 
fler the 8upenntei\doiiic^ o^ v\\tt ^g^xvtx^^ 

tion shall direct. \^v\,v«. 

Art. S. The ^ctvttA wocv^v«« 
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ipt such measures from time 
I funds as ihtj shall judge ex- 

Tustees shall have poirer (o 
f the soctffty according to their 
cases in which they shall not 
general association, or by the 
lall correspond with other mis* 
, shall have power to appoint 
ionaries, to pay them, and gc- 
:t all business necessary to at- 
he society ; and sh«ll be paid 
ixpences, but nothing for their 

trustees shall annually appoint 
shall keep a fair account of 
s. Tiiey shall also appoint a 
vith four of the trustees, shall 
ransact business, or if the sta-. 
ill not be present, any seven of 
1 be a quorum* 

chairman shall hare power lo 
the trustees at his discretion, 
th them, or at the houses of 
and it shall be his duty to call 
lenever requested by two of the 
case of the death of the chair- 
>sence from the state, any two 
by em powered to call a meet- 
general association shall annu- 
aturcr and auditor of accounts; 



J 
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and the treasurer shull exhibit both to tb 
eral associdtion^ und to the trustees*' the i 
the treasury, Mwhcnever he shall be csUed 
for that purpose. v 

Art. 10. The trustees shall annually c 

to the general association* a particular m 

of the missionaries eniploytd by themt < 

cet to which they are stilts of the/ misi 

of the state of the funds, of the receipts a 

penditures ; and of whatever relating to l 

ati*ution the i^neral association jBhall rtq 

Art. 1 U The trustees and al| the ciffii 

this socic ty nhall enter on their respecth 

ces on the first Wednesday of S^/krmArr 

ally ; and shall continue in office for one ] 

Art. 13. The trustees shall hold tbei 

Tneetinf^ at the state house in Hartford o 

first Wednt^sday of September next, at 

clock, A. M. and in every year thereafter 

shall meet at the same time and placet ^ 

otherwise ordeted by the general associs 

Art. 11. If on experience, it shall be 

necessary to alter this constitution* an i 

tion may be made by the g;eneral asaociat 

their stated session ; but not. without h 

been drawn up in writing and lying undo 

sideration one year ; nor unless at leaf 

thirds of the general association shall ado| 

alteration. * 



* At the meeting of the General Assoc 

1810, the word August was substituted foi 
tcmber* 




THR FOLLOUIJVG 

>TEM OF RULES, 

gulation ofbusinesH before (he General 
tion of the Sta*e of Connecticut s v>a8 <r- 
and ordered to be firinfed and nent to 
\tor8 of the several aasotiated Churched 



iiate. 



E Minister at whose house Ihc Asso* 
;icition is to meet, when the hour of 
IS come, provided a n^njority of the 
be {>resent, shall call them to order^ 
or, receive and count the ballots for a 
d -decla re the person chosen. If there 
iHjority present, he shall wait oDe hour 
proceed. 

i person chosen scrrbe shall call fon 
id count the ballAts for a moder&torf 
re the person chosen. 
; moderator shall take the chair and 
members to ballet for an assistant 

! moderator, after the certificates of 
hip are read, shall open the Associa- 
} prayer ; he shall also open and close 
atioPy each day, with prayer, except 
nination of the session, at which Uiat 
equest some other person to pray, 
soon as the association is opened a 



J' 
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ent. The previous qtiesfion M| 
question now be put f 
atioiif except for reconstderatioiii 
upon until seconded, 
anf member, in debating or other- 
ansgreas the rules of the b<>(i)r, 
^r shalU by his own authorityi or 

of any member, call him to or- 
I question shall arise concerning 
irder it shall be decided by an ap- 
idy. 

two or more rise at once, the 
all name the member who is first 

: the Moderator is putting any 
addressing the body, no one shall 
r across the house ; nor, in such 
I a member is speaking, shall en- 
e discourse, or read any printed 
' ; nor whilst a member is speak- 
\ between htm and the chair, 
on, committed to writing, shall be 
d upon, until it shxll have had 
readings, if any member require 

^s of equal divisions of vote$9 
r shall have a casting vote, 
ee or more members object a- 
)o;iitment of a committee by no- 
committee shall be ' chosen by 

Tiod&rator shall continue in office 
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ua4»1 4he next annual meeting o{ the 
a%8ociationt and Uiaii liave power, upo 
pUcaiion of any d«strUu aasociation, tc 
the general associaUon, and iikewise» i 
necesaitf 9 to aUer tlw appointed pUce 
al meettng ; of hoik which be 6haU g 
lick notice in sych pdpera publi&hed 
fprd, New-Haven* and New London ai 
judge to have the moat extensive circi 
32. These coka and oadera ftball h 
the opening of every session of the asi 
and shall he in force during the pleaau 
bodyi any ruka to the contrary, p 
roade^ notwiihstanding* 
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